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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL have appointed Mr. 
R. }. Gardner-Medwin to the post of Roscoe Professor of 
Architecture in the University. p. 248 


FOR THE THIRD SUCCESSIVE YEAR the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government has decided, in collaboration 
with the R.I.B.A., to award in 1952 medals and diplomas for 
schemes and houses of merit. One change this year is that 
the assessment of entries completed in 1951 will not take account 
of the size or arrangement of the accommodation in plan. p. 248 


ADDITIONAL PROPOSALS for action by the Institute 
of Builders are made by correspondents. De2s1 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL have accepted a 
report on the interim development of the South Bank site. p. 266 


AN ANALYSIS of the Town Development Bill, whose aim is 
to facilitate the dispersal of population and industry from 
overcrowded cities and towns, is given on, p. 267 


ACCORDING to the Housing Progress Reports presented to 
Parliament on February 5, as White. Papers, the number of 
permanent houses completed in Great Britain during 1951 was 
194,831, compared with 198,171 in 1950. p. 268 















SETTLEMENT OF BUILDERS” 
ACCOUNTS 


THE serious embarrassment caused to many builders and 

their sub-contractors and suppliers by clients’ undue 
delay in the settlement of final accounts has been brought to 
public attention by a statement by the chairman of the 
Distributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint Council (our issue of 
November g) and by subsequent correspondence in our 
columns. Suppliers, sub-contractors and builders all haye 
put* their cases, and all unite in identifying the present 
unsatisfactory state of affairs with the long-drawn-out process 
of settlement of accounts, especially by Government depart- 
ments and by local authorities. 

So grave has the situation become that the view is being 
expressed that unless matters are rapidly mended, the 
Chancellor’s intended restriction on overdraft facilities, 
added to the present difficulties, must effectively prevent 
many of the smaller builders from taking up the number of 
housing contracts envisaged under the Government pro- 
gramme. 

In assessing the effects of delays in settlement, the sub- 
contractors and merchants, at the lower end of the payment 
scale, deserve full sympathy, yet itmay be questioned if their 
plight is worse than that of the builder. Under the R.I.B.A, 
Form of Contract, even when certificates are issued and met 
without any delay, the builder still has to shoulder an amount 
equal on average to the total value of at least three months’ 
turnover. The position is aggravated by the operation of the 
fluctuations clause, under which increases in cost of labour 
and materials are recoverable at net only, when certified, 
although the builder may have had to incur bank interest on 
the money used for this purpose. 

It would appear, from reports which reach us, that accounts 
which are settled promptly and within the period set out in 
the contract are in a minority. Yet the financial officers of 
Government departments and local authorities, though 
cautious (as they should be in disbursing public funds) are 
by and large not dilatory, and the reason for some of the delays 
experienced may be found in machinery for settlement quite 
unsuited to the times in which we live. For instance, the 
arrival of articles of equipment long after the builder’s main 
work is completed is a common occurrence under present-day 
conditions, and the time-lag is often one of months ; yet such 
delays can preclude a final settlement within the contract 
term. 

We suggest that discussion should take place between the 
builders, the sub-contractors and the merchants (and we regard 
it as important that all three should participate), followed by 
a meeting with the R.I.B.A., to seek solution of the difficulty 
of issuing a certificate of “ practical completion ” notwith- 
standing non-delivery of such equipment as heating boilers, 
radiators, lift machinery, etc., items which are. in fact 
outside the builder’s control. 

Another step which the industry itself might usefully take 
would be to straighten out procedure for promptly agreeing 
variations on the site; failure to do so is another fruitful 
cause of delay in settlement. 

When procedure within the industry itself has been 
tightened up, however, there still remain too many cases 
where “ official ” clients appear to be dilatory in settling their 
accounts, and we subscribe to the view that had the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer instructed local authorities and the account- 
ants of Service departments and building Ministries to settle 
their builders’ accounts within the terms of the contract, 


‘there would have been little need for his instruction to the 


banks to restrict overdraft facilities. 

Some progress is nevertheless being made. The prompt 
action of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government in 
issuing Circular 2/52 to local authorities (The Builder, 
January 18) is to be commended, as also the decision of Essex 
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County Council to limit retention amounts (our issue of 
February 1). Both these actions would seem to be recognition 
of the justice of the builders’ claims. 


Such improvements apart, there is much that needs doing 
further to improve the position. Every architect and 
builder who is a member of a County or local Council 
should see that his own authority honours and complies with 
the payment clauses in its building contracts. Every trade 
association that has liaison committees with local authorities 
and with Government departments should see that this item 
appears on the agenda as one for urgent discussion and 
action. In so far as the presentation of views to Government 
departments is concerned, the advantage to all sides of 
presenting a balanced case will be obvious ; here it is clear 
that the representative associations of the builders, sub- 
contractors and merchants could well act together. 


As in other things, the building industry’s own exertions 
are likely to be the vital factor in securing amendment of a 
situation whose danger to the industry and to the national 
housing crusade is only too clear. 


BUILDING LICENCES AND 
PROFESSIONAL FEES 


TH judgment of the Court of Appeal in the case of Young 

v. Buckles, published in The Builder on January 25, is 
another instance of Her Majesty’s Judges finding that what 
has been said in an Enactment is not what the Legislature 
may have meant to say. . 


For the past ten years the Ministry of Works has inter- 
preted the word “services” in paragraph (4) of Defence 
Regulation 56A as including the professional fees of an 
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architect and that therefore they must be included in an 
application for a building licence. It is true that an endorse- 
ment of a licence to the effect that professional fees are 
excluded could be obtained, but this procedure would seem 
to indicate that the Ministry was purporting to exercise a 
discretion which it did not possess. 


The case under consideration arose out .of a claim by an 
architect for fees on work included in the amount of a licence. 
The licence had, in fact, been exceeded and the work to 
that extent was illegal, because there was no supplementary 
licence to cover the excess. The Court held that a contract 
was only illegal in so far as it involved a payment of a larger 
sum than that which was the subject of the licence ; but as 
the architect had confined his claim to his fees in respect of 
the amount of the licence, they were not to be taken into 
account as having been included in the amount of the licence. 
The Court held that the wording of paragraph (4) of the 
Regulation was inapt to include professional fees, and did 
not therefore affect the architect’s claim. It was quite foreign 
to say that the services of an architect could be described as 
services used for the purpose of a building operation. 


This case has now established that professional fees are 
not deemed to be included in the amount of a licence unless 
it is otherwise stated, and it will not be open to a client to 
resist payment of the fees on the ground that such payment 
would be illegal because the amount of the licence would be 
exceeded. 


It now remains to be seen whether the Ministry of Works 
will make an announcement pointing out the effect of the 
Judgment, and whether, in a revision of tts Notes for the 
Guidance of Applicants, the reference to the inclusion of 
professional fees will be omitted. 








THE UNITED KINGDOM PAVILION AT THE COLOMBO PLAN EXHIBITION. Ait this exhibition, which is due to open at 
Colombo, Ceylon, tomorrow, February 16, the main theme of the United Kingdom’s display has been designed to show how Britain can help South-East 
Asia to solve its problems of insufficient food and low productivity through the provision of machines and materials, financial aid and the training 
of technicians. The architect for the U.K. pavilion is Mr. Misha Black, O.B.E., F.S.I.A., M.Inst.R.A. (who is also consultant to the Ceylon 
Government on the exhibition as a whole), in association with Messrs. Kenneth Bayes, A.R.I.B.A., M.S.I.A., and Ellis Miles, A.RI.B.A. 
Mr. Fock Kinneir, M.S.1.A., is responsible for display design, and Mr. Clifford Hatts, A.R.C.A., M.S.1.A., for the British Social Services 
display. The chief architect for the whole exhibition is the Ceylon Government architect, Mr. T. N. Wynne Fones, F.R.I.B.A., who is responsible 





for general planning and buildings. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE ROSCOE PROFESSORSHIP 


THE University of Liverpool, at their 
meeting on Tuesday afternoon, appointed 
Mr. R. J. Gardner-Medwin, B.Arch., 
Dip. C.D. (Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., to the post of Roscoe Pro- 
fessor of Architecture in the University. 
Mr. Gardner-Medwin—who takes over 
from Professor Lionel Budden in the 
autumn—is at present Chief Architect 
and Planning Officer to the Department 
of Health for Scotland. He is 40. 


HOUSING MEDALS, 1952 


FoR THE THIRD successive year the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has decided, in collaboration with 
the R.I.B.A., to award in 1952 medals 
and diplomas for schemes and houses of 
merit. Awards will be offered (a) in each 
region outside London for one urban 
scheme and one rural scheme; and () in 
London for a scheme of new development 
and for a-scheme of reconstruction. 

Where the winning design is the work 
of two persons each having separate 
responsibilities to the authority, the 
awards committee will be free to award a 
second medal. Only housing estates or 
houses completed by the end of 1951 
will be eligible for consideration. An instal- 
ment of an estate will not be regarded 
as an estate except where a section is large 
enough to justify consideration as a 
completed group of houses. 

One change this year is that, in view of 
circulars 38/51 and 70/51 and _ the 
publication of ‘‘ Houses, 1952,” the 
assessment of entries completed in 1951 
“‘will not take account of the size or 
arrangement of the accommodation in 
plan. The awards will be based solely 
upon the architectural merit of the design 
as suited to individual houses, groups of 
houses, or dwellings and upon ‘the 
general arrangement of the layout and its 
treatment.” 

Entry forms, which have been sent to 
all housing authorities, must be completed 
and returned to the secretary of the 
Housing Medal Awards Committee, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, at the regional office of the Depart- 
ment by March 31 next. 


FREE PLANNING 


Mr. D. H. McMorran brought a 
welcome note of criticism of current 
trends in design to his review of prizes 
and studentships at the R.I.B.A. (reported 
in The Builder last week). We were 
particularly interested in his references to 
the misapplication of “ free planning ”’ 
and to “the conception of space as 
flowing about attenuated or transparent 
structures.” . Students seem to be fascin- 
ated by the visual possibilities of free 
planning, glass enclosure and the inter- 
penetration of space. The object of 
many contemporary designers appears 
to be to reduce structural support and 
wall areas to insignificance, to contrive 
unobstructed freedom of vision and 


movement and-~ to banish individual 
privacy. It all looks very fresh and 
exciting. 


No doubt this sort of treatment is 
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appropriate on occasion—to showrooms 
or temporary exhibition buildings, for 
example—but it ought not to become a 
mere fashionable convention. Many 
people who have to work in these glass 
cages find it difficult to concentrate, 
especially with a lot of movement going 
on around them, and their work suffers 
as a result. The heating of these large, 
draughty and poorly insulated spaces is a 
costly business.. It would be interesting 
and instructive if the real cost of this» 
sort of design in use could be computed. 


R.I.B.A. APPOINTMENT 


THe Councit of the R.I.B.A. have 
appointed Miss M. W. Bromley as Assistant 
Secretary (Public Relations) in succession 
to Mr. R. W. Orme. Miss Bromley has 
been Assistant to the Public Relations 
Officer since 1945. 


THE SOUTH BANK SITE 


THE PROPOSALS for making accessible 
to the public this year as large a part of 
the South Bank Festival site as possible, 
which were outlined in a report of the 
general purposes committee of the London 
County Council, and presented at a meet- 
ing of the Council last week, are to be 
welcomed. The report stated ‘“‘ the 
Council’s principal aims must clearly be to 
see the exhibition site is madg as attractive 
as possible and to improve the access to 
the Royal Festival Hall’. The whole of 
the riverside strip from County Hall to 
Waterloo Bridge would be adapted by the 
Council to be available to the public, 
pending the layout of the memorial 
gardens. 

Uncertainty still reigns, however, over 
the future of the Dome of-Discovery, and 
the report disclosed the divergent views 
on the matter held by the L.C.C. and the 
Minister of Works. The Minister 








COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
INCORPORATED BRITISH. INSTITUTE. OF CERTIFIED 
CARPENTERS (NORTHERN SECTION).—Dinner. Barnes 
Hotel, Sunderland. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL SocieTy.—‘‘ The Development of 
Modern English Church Design,’”’ by Miss Pamela M. 
Cunnington, A.R.I.B.A. Archbishop Davidson 
Institute, Lambeth-road, S.E.1. 7 p.m. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

CHADWICK PUBLIC LECTURES.——‘‘ How Improvement 
in Housing is Promoted in Belgium,”’ by Dr. J. Goossens. 
26, Portland-place, W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

“Housinc CENTRE.—‘ Obsolescence and Slums,” by 
Mr. Llewelyn Roberts, M.C., M.R.C.P., D.P.H. 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 6 p.m. é 

INSTITUTE OF FUEL.—‘‘ An Investigation of Whole- 
House Heating,’ by Mr. F. C. Lant, A.M.I.H.V.E. 
and Dr. J. C. Weston, M.I.H.V.E. Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, St. James’s 
Park, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
(NORTHERN District).—‘ Practical Mural Painting,’’ 
by Mr. J. E. Deady, F.R.S.A., F.I.B.D. Bull and Royal 
Hotel, Church-street, Preston. 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS AND FACULTY 
OF SURVEYORS OF ENGLAND (NgRTH LONDON AND EsSsEX 
BRANCH).—Mr. W. T. Prior on ‘‘ Drawing Office 
Materials and Equipment.” Angel Hotel, Ilford. 8 p.m, 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY (TEES-SIDE 
Group).— Hospital Lighting,” by Mr. J. K. Frisby. 
Cleveland Scientific and Technical Institution, Corpora- 
tion-road, Middlesbrough. 6.30 p.m. 

GAUGE AND TOOL MaKErs’ AssOciIATION.—Luncheon 
at which Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Supply, is 
expected to be present. Savoy Hotel, Strand. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

SociETy OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—Discussion on 
British Standards for Bituminous materials used in the 
road and building industries. 11, Upper Belgrave- 
street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 
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expressed the view that the right course 
was to demolish the Dome forthwith 
and was unwilling to allow further time 
for a decision as to removal or to allow 
the Dome to remain on its present site 
until the cost of removing it could be 
reconciled with the public interest. The 
report states, however, that ‘“‘ without 
committing the council to any final view 
we propose to ask the Minister to recon. 
sider his decision . . . so that the longer. 
term considerations can be more fully 
explored.” The report is on p. 266. 


NORTHAMPTON PLAN 


PROFESSOR GORDON _ STEPHENSON, 
B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., is to open 
the exhibition in the Guildhall, North. 
ampton, at 3 p.m. on March 1, of the 
Northampton County Borough’s Develop- 
ment Plan. A special feature of the 
exhibition will be a 1/500 scale model of 
the central area of the town, which will 
be supported by plans, photographs and 
other modeis. The Development Plan 
has been drawn up under the direction 
of Mr. J. L. Womersley, A.R.1.B.A,, 
AJMCT.P.t., Northampton Borough 
Architect and Planning Officer. 


THE “ ACANTHUS ” CARTOON 


THE weekly cartoon by ‘ Acanthus” 
will appear on this page next week. 


HOSPITAL ARCHITECTS 


THE Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board is to proceed with the preparation 
of development plans for extensions to 
Northgate and District Hospital, Morpeth, 
and to Aycliffe Hospital, Heighington. 
Architects interested in receiving an 
invitation to act for the Board in one or 
both of these projects. should forward 
their names and full details of experience 
of hospital design and construction (and 
in’ particular of any such experience in 
connection with mental deficiency 
hospitals) to Mr. E. B. Jenkins, Secretary 
‘to the Board, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2, by March 15. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. R. T. Day, A.R.I.C.S., A.I.Arb., has recently 
taken into partnership Mr. W. C. Payne, O.B.E., 
F.R.I.C.S., and they are now practising as Messrs. 
R. T. Day and Partners, chartered quantity surveyors, 
at 44, High-street, Brentwood, Essex (Tel. : 2522), and 
at St. Peters-chambers, 154, High-street, Colchester, 
Essex (Tel. : 3516). é 4 

C. F. J. THURLEY, L.R.I.B.A., of Paignton, is opening 
additional offices in 7, Park Hill-road, Torquay, with 
Mr. H. R. GILLARD, L.R.I.B.A., as chief assistant. 
Trade catalogues will be welcomed. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, February 14, 1852 


DWELLINGS FOR THE MIDDLE CLASSES.— 
A “Father of a Family,” and other 
correspondents who are evidently amongst 
our newer series of readers, ask us to 
advocate the construction of a superior 
class of dwellings for persons with from 
1007. to 150/. a year, and willing to pay 
251. to 40. a year for rent of a separated 
floor, or “house,” as they call it im 
Scotland, erected in some central situa- 
tion for business. We have long and 
frequently urged the construction of 
such dwellings, and we are glad to find 
the want of them now forcing itself into 
notice, and we hope that an increasing 
demand will soon be responded to by some 
enterprising builder. 
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A view of the roofs.of one of the double hangars before being raised into position. 


REINFORCED CONCRETE HANGARS AT MARSEILLES hey automatically stop when the entrance 


An Outstanding Example of Constructional Engineering 
By ¥. GRINDROD, BA(Com.) 


a outstanding piece of reinforced 
concrete constructional engineering 
is now nearing completion at Marignane 
Airport, near Marseilles, France. It takes 
the form of two large double aeroplane 
hangars, claimed by Entreprises Boussiron, 
the builders, as constituting a world record 
in size for hangars made entirely in 
reinforced concrete. 

Soon after the liberation, plans were 
made for the reconstruction and enlarge- 
ment of the Marseilles-Marignane Airport, 
and the erection of these new double 


-hangars, whose two wings each have an 


entrance space 100 m. wide and 19 m. in 
height, has formed part of the overall 
scheme for the airport drawn up by the 
architect-in-chief, M. Auguste Perret, 
for the technical services department of the 
Marseilles Chamber of Commerce, who 
are the concessionaires for the airport. 

Each double hangar consists of two 
similar components each of 100m. net 
width and 60m. depth, joined together 
by a covered middle structure of 18.70 m. 
width. The total covered surface space 
is in the region of 20,000 sq. metres, 
of which 5,500 sq. metres is represented 
by the lean-to sides. 


AVOIDING THE MISTRAL 


The hangars have been sited to face 
north and: south, and the large open 
entrances for the "planes are on _ the 
southern side to avoid the Mistral, the 
femaining sides being enclosed by the 
Previously mentioned lean-to framework, 
Which will allow for workshops and stores. 
The facades, both lateral and gable and 
front and rear, are almost entirely 


composed of glazed reinforced concrete, 
giving ample light inside the hangar. 


Large sliding doors are provided for 


the southern entrances. 





_ 


Self-propelling, 


A01.SOm 





A longitudinal section of one of the hangar components. 


is fully open and come to rest in a semi- 
circular bay which has been built in the 
front of the middle section. 


Each of the two main wings has been 
constructed as follows: The roof, which 
spans a total width of 101.50m., is 
monolithic, and is made up of six self- 
supporting arcs 10m. in width. The 
covering is 6cm. thick, and the double 
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Below : One of the hangars immediately 


after the roof of the second wing (on left) had been raised into position. 
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with both transverse and 
provide a good 


arc effects, 
longitudinal grooving, 
weather-tight roofing. 

To counter a total wind pull which 
might reach 400 tons, horizontal bracing 
has been effected by means of prestressed 
concrete members. 


ALLOWANCE FOR EXPANSION 


In this part’ of France, the wind, at 
times, can be particularly violent and 
special precautions had to be taken to 
ensure complete~ stability of such large 
surfaces, under gale conditions, by the use 
of perpendicular struts at the rear gable 
end and by special wind protection covers. 
Provision has also had to be made for 
expansion and contraction of the roof 
under varying temperatures. To allow for 
this, reinforced concrete connections With 
spherical or cylindrical joints, as the case 
may be, have been used at each point of 
support. In this way the roof can expand 
freely in all directions from the rear facade 
of the middle component, which has been 
chosen as the fixed point from which 
movement can take place. 

The method adopted to erect these 
hangars is unique. It was decided upon 
in view of local conditions and the con- 
siderable height required of the construc- 
tion. The roofings were first made and 
assembled on the ground, under the best 
possible working conditions, with the help 
of movable scaffolding. After completion, 
they were raised in stages to their required 
height of 19 m. from ground level. With 
a weight of 4,200 tons, a surface of 6,000 
sq. metres and a hoisting distance of 
19m. for each roofing component, this 
was no mean job for the constructional 
engineers to tackle. The advantage was 
that much of the preliminary work could 
be carried out at ground level, a great help 
in difficult weather conditions. Also, 
this method eliminated much of the 
scaffolding and hoisting that otherwise 
would have been necessary. 


RAISING THE ROOFS 


Numbers of jacks were used to lift the 
completed sections. Altogether, there were 
16 jacks of 300 tons capacity and two of 
100 tons ; these were fitted into the heads 
of columns supporting the overhead 
structure, which gradually grew as each 
“lift”? was accomplished. The jacks 
were fed with oil under pressure by electric 
pumps controlled from a central point. 

As the jacks could raise the structure only 
short distances at a time, the whole pro- 
cedure had to be carried out in stages. 
With each successive lift and under- 
propping, the supporting columns, one 
metre square, were gradually built up 
from the prefabricated elements. The 
stability of the roof was maintained by a 
series of temporary supports. 

In order to ensure that exactly similar 
lifts were made at each jack-point, the 
raising was controlled electrically. Con- 
tacts at each jack were made and these 
were recorded on a central panel, which 
enabled the engineer in charge to make 
any necessary adjustment so that the 
lifting -could be done accurately and 
simultaneously at all points, and so that 
complete stability could be assured. 

The. raising of each structure was 
effected at the rate of about 1m. a day. 
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Features of the Storehouse which the L.C.C. will try to preserve. 
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TUDOR NAVAL STOREHOUSE AT DEPTFORD 
A. Link with Queen Elizabeth I 


ON April 4, 1581, Queen Elizabeth I 
visited the dockyard at Deptford. 
There lay the ‘‘ Pelican’—later to be 
known as the ‘Golden Hind ’’—the 
ship in which Francis Drake had circum- 
navigated the globe. Going aboard, she 
knighted the famous seaman on the deck 
of his own vessel. The Queen ordained 
that the ‘‘ Golden Hind” should never 
sail again but must remain there as an 
example to future ages. A small dock was 
specially constructed for the purpose at 
the mouth of Deptford Creek, and there 
the “Golden Hind” rested until its 
timbers fell apart. 


A feature of the dockyard which Queen 
Elizabeth visited that day was the store- 
house, perhaps the earliest building which 
had been constructed specially for the 
Royal Navy. Until recently it was thought 
that the storehouse had been demolished 
in the course of extensive building work 
more than 200 years ago. Now it has 
unexpectedly been brought to light again 
and is found to be rather surprisingly 
complete. It appears that in 1722 the 
original storehouse was in fact incor- 
porated in new storehouse buildings, and 
was thereby preserved. Only when recent 
war damage repairs necessitated ’ the 
removal of the overlying buildings was 
the original storehouse rediscovered. 


From the remaining portions it can be 
seen that the building was about 140 ft. 
in length, 25 ft. in width and 35 ft. in 
height. At the north-western end a two- 


. 


storeyed house for the keeper of the dock- 
yard had been formed. A _ substantial 
proportion of the Tudor brickwork te- 
mains, but it has been decided that it is 
impracticable to preserve the building asa 
whole. 

The L.C.C. is anxious to preserve any 
notable parts of the building which are in 
a fit state to be removed, and it has been 
agreed with the Admiralty that the council 
will try to save: (1) A large double niche 
of brickwork on the river front with a 
tablet inscribed “A.X. H.R. 1513” 
(illustrated) ; (2) a four-light mullioned 
window, with the original ironwork, 
which is also on the river front (illustrated); 
(3) a single-light window opening with 
original ironwork on the southern side 
(illustrated) ; and (4) a Tudor fireplace at 
first-floor level. 

It may not be possible to preserve all 
these items owing to rapid deterioration 
following their exposure. 
is, however, that the double niche shall be 
re-erected in the L.C.C.’s newly extended 
open space at Sayes Court, itself a relic 
and reminder of John Evelyn’s 100-acre 
historic estate there. 

On the plan of Deptford drawn by 
John Evelyn in 1623 the dockyard 
shown, including the Tudor store which 


_ is described as the ‘‘ Longe Store House.” 


Many vessels, including one of Nelson's 
flagships as well as royal yachts and 
eventually steamships, were built in the 
yard, the last steamship being th 
“ Druid,” launched in 1869. 


The intention, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I write to record my sincere 
congratulations on the courage of 
your editorial in your issue of February 1 
with regard to the position of the Institute 
of Builders in the industry. 

In my opinion the strength of the 
Institute will always bear close relation- 
ship with the amount of support given 
by those associated with the education of 
builders, as its main future numerical 
composition may well be practically 
wholly recruited from students in the 
yarious building departments throughout 
the country. 

In the past this contact may not always 
have been a happy one, nor has the 
industry provided a sufficient number of 
lecturers to train builders, who have 
thus been educated very frequently by 
members of other professions. 

It is my earnest desire to see that the 
Institute and the building schools and 
depaitments throughout this country have 
the same prestige as other professional 
institutions. 

It does appear that a first step towards 
professional status of the builder may well 
be*in a complete understanding between 
the representative Institute and education- 
ists and the setting up of an examination 
acceptable at all stages to all parties con- 
cerned so that all who have passed may be 
considered as possessing a degree equiva- 
lent to, and its qualification accepted 
throughout the country as, that of other 
allied institutes. ‘This may mean a pre- 
liminary education test on accepted lines 
but this, in my opinion, is necessary to 
improve the builders’ position. 

The National Certificate scheme is 
accepted by many well-known institutes. 
I have always deeply regretted the with- 
drawal of the Institute of Builders from 
the building scheme. The Institute’s 
rightful place appears to be to administer 
this; its duty to the students who have 
conscientiously fulfilled the scheme’s 
requirements appears to be to give them 
suitable recognition. 

Cannot the Institute arrange an- open 
conference to discuss the vital educational 
problems confronting the industry at the 
present time ? 

M. C. Heatu. 

14, Gabriel-street, 

Forest Hill, S.E.23. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—How refreshing to read your 
editorial of February 1, and to 
tealise that someone is at last trying to 
introduce some fresh air into the function- 
ing of the Institute of Builders. ~The 
questions which you pose are all very 
pertinent, and it will be most interesting 
to see how they are answered. 

I would like to underline the importance 
of your first question, concerning the 
dligibility of candidates for the Institute’s 
examinations. I know of several instances 
of men who have studied for many years 
for 1.0.B. examinations, only to be told, 
shortly beforehand, that they are not 
tligible to sit. In most cases they are 


THE BUILDER 


mobile men whose work does not permit 
them to take an unbroken course of five 
years at a technical college. They have 
therefore been forced to study partly or 
wholly by correspondence, and it appears 
that this is the heinous crime which has 
caused their rejection as candidates. 

Surely it must be unique for an examin- 
ing body such as the I.0.B. to lay down 
not only the technical standard required 
of a candidate but also the means of study 
by which he shail reach that standard. 
Most educationists are agreed that a 
correspondence course is not the ideal 
method of study, but it is frequently the 
only possible one, and professional and 
technical examining bodies almost without 
exception will approve and even recom- 
mend such courses. If correspondence 
courses are anathema to the Institute, 
surely it is their plain duty to make this 
fact abundantly clear in their examination 
rules, but nothing will induce them to do 
this, and as a result young men spend 
years of wasted efforts and considerable 
tuition fees in complete ignorance of the 
fact that they are “‘ flogging a dead horse.”’ 
Even in cases where I have advised 
students to consult the Institute before 
starting on such a course they have been 
quite unable to get any ruling. 

My firm has at present 210 apprentices, 
162 articled pupils and probationers, and 
178 technical trainees, all under the age 
of 30, and working on constantly changing 
sites in all parts of the country. I am 
responsible for the technical training and 
education of these men and boys, and in 
all cases they are given every possible 
opportunity to study and qualify. The 
studies for specialised examinations such 
as those in Civil Engineering or Quantity 
Surveying are comparatively easy to 
organise, but I have found it to be virtually 
impossible to arrange for mobile staff to 
study for the I.0.B. examinations owing to 
the Institute’s present attitude. 

The need for a recognised general 
qualification in building of a high standard 
is a most pressing one; how else can we 
hope to attract to the industry the best 
material from the secondary schools ? 
As you point out, the Institute’s examina- 
tions are of an excellent standard, and 
nothing would please us more than to give 
our wholehearted support to our own 
Institute, but in the present circum- 
stances this is impossible. If your editorial 
results in a more realistic attitude on the 
part of the Institute, it will have fulfilled 
a most valuable function. 

C. H. Wa.LprRaM, 
Personnel Manager, 
, John Laing and Son, Ltd. 

Mill Hill, N.W.7. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your editorial on this subject 
brings to light not only the apparent 
shortcomings of the Institute of Builders 
but also the absence of a definite policy, 
both on the part of the Institute and of 
builders, regarding the training of en- 
trants to the building industry for mana- 
gerial posts. 

Some mention is made of the National 
Certificate Courses in Building, but even 
you, Sir, do not mention the absorption 
of building graduates into the industry 
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and, unless a change of attitude has 
occurred, the Institute appears not to . 
recognise the qualifications of those who 
have followed a course of study at a 
University. To my knowledge, only one 
firm of both national and international 
repute, recognising the need for well- 
trained building managers, has a definite 
scheme whereby building graduates are 
specifically trained for management in 
building. 

For the most part, those graduates who 
enter the industry commence as junior 
engineers on site, in the traditional man- 
ner of the heavier world of civil engineer- 
ing. Experience and ability should bring 
advancement, and the junior engineer 
may successively become assistant engin- 
eer, section engineer, sub-agent, agent 
and perhaps contracts’ manager. During 
this progress, a knowledge of manage- 
ment is “‘ picked up ” like litter in a park— 
a bit here, a piece there. 

Further, since builders are concerned 
with getting the job done, duties are 
carried out during the earlier stages which 
do not call for the employment of those 
having the potentialities associated with 
graduates of our Universities, although 
it is admitted that these duties have a 
certain value in terms of experience. 

In conclusion, I should like to make 
the following suggestions in addition to 
the important points raised by you :— 

(a) that the Institute recognise the 
Building Degree Courses in common 
with other professional bodies of equal, 
if not greater, eminence. 

(6) that the Institute encourage definite 
schemes for entrants to the industry from 
the Universities, to undergo proper and 
adequate training for building manage- 
ment. 

It is of the utmost importance in this 
scientific era, with the advent of new 
materials and the employment of fresh 
techniques in construction, that those 
responsible for the organisation of build- 
ing operations should have a suitable 
technical background, together with an 
appreciation of previous tradition and of 
the cultural aspects of building. 

Norman A. Wootton [B.Sc.] 

Rupert House, 

St. Bees, Cumberland. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


‘IR,—May I express my satisfaction 
with your editorial comment and 
questionnaire in connection with the 
educational policy of the Institute of 
Builders. Your questions could be 
adequately answered by most teaching 
members concerned with building educa- 
tion, but it is to be hoped that the Council 
of the Institute of Builders will ask them- 
selves these questions and see whether or 
not an unqualified affirmative can be 
honestly justified in each case. 

There cannot be any other section of the 
teaching community where so much bitter- 
ness and frustration has resulted from its 
contact with what should be the parent 
institution. The National Certificate and 
Diploma scheme has been abandoned and 
later farmed out to a group of kindly 
professional institutions. Heads of depart- 
ments and students alike write letters to 
the Institute which either remain 
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unanswered or are answered after intervals 
ranging up to six months or more. We are 
told that schemes of exemption from the 
Institute’s examinations on a_séubject 
for subject basis are in the course of 
preparation but no indication of a definite 
policy can be obtained. 

The Institute of Builders should have a 
status and standing comparable with the 
leading professional institutions rather 
than that of an association of employers. 
Regional branches of the Institute could 
make direct contact with educationists 
and be actively associated with all aspects 
of the educational field with particular 
reierence to courses for supervisory 
personnel. The National Certificate and 
Diploma scheme should most certainly 
return to the sponsorship of the Institute 
and be inter-related with the Institute’s 
Licentiateship and Associateship examina- 
tions. If the Council of the Institute 
should consider it advisable to co-opt 
building educationists to its committee 
concerned with education, there is little 
doubt that they will meet with a ready 
response coupled with enthusiasm and 
goodwill. 

We all want to see membership of the 
Institute as the sine qua non for entry to 
the managerial level of building control. 
Shall we see it in our time or shall we 
continue to see our aspirants to managerial 
status stranded in that limbo betwixt 
City and Guilds Certificate and the four 
high walls of the professionals ? 

NorMAN C. SIDWELL 
[B.Sc., A.R.I.C.S., M.I.Struct.E.] 

President, The Scottish Association 

for Building Education. 

Edinburgh. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be permitted to endorse 


most heartily your views on the 
efficiency of the Institute of Builders, 
in your leading article of February 1. 
There are many amongst our builders 
to-day who echo your remarks entirely. 

It appears to be lamentably true that 
training for management is very much 
neglected still, despite the efforts of the 
schools of building, the National Federa- 
tion and its associates, and the industry 
itself. These efforts, excellent though 
they may be, are nevertheless individual, 
and lack the cohesion which the Institute 
alone could provide. 

Is there a good reason why, say, training 
for management should not be organised 
on the lines of civil engineering training ? 
Here the young man _ undergoes an 
approved course of study, followed by a 
set period in industry after which he is 
required to complete the final section of 
his examination. Cannot a parallel sys- 
tem of training be adopted for our young 
builders ? 

Should this be agreed, then the first 
step might be to lay down clearly defined 
standards of entry to the _ Institute’s 
examinations. In this connection the 
Institute in its 64th annual report (for 
1948) stated :-— 

It (the Institute) is aware of the need 
for the earliest and most explicit state- 
ment possible of the examination require- 
ments. 

If by this is meant a laid down standard 
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of entry, then it is surely now long overdue. 

It should in all fairness be stated here 
that the point in question is not the stand- 
ard of the examination, but the lack of 
directive regarding entry. It would be 
a boon to all connected with the industry, 
whether. in practice or in schools of 
building, to have the position clarified. 
In regard to the latter, it appears evident 
that no standard can be set down without 
closer liaison with the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, without whose support it does not 
seem possible to function. 

A last point—what is being done by 
the Institute to further its aims amongst 
its members ? Is any encouragement 
given to, say, licentiates to take the higher 
examinations ? 

Surely the remedy for this state of affairs 
lies in the hands of the Institute itself ? 

. L. Fuizerton [L.I1.O.B.]. 

12, Rose Glen, 

Kingsbury, N.W.9. 


“ LIVING IN FLATS ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your leading article on the report 
on “ Living in Flats” of the Sub- 
Committee appointed by the Central 
Housing Committee raises a number of 
points that should receive detailed con- 
sideration. ‘This report is published im- 
mediately after the Ministry have released 
suggestions for the reduction in floor 
areas of all dwellings, presumably to 
reduce the capital costs. 

Housing in central areas suffers in 
comparison with the standards provided 
in suburban neighbourhoods because of 
multi-storey construction. Site costs are 
so high that mixed developments are 


virtually impossible, unless the cost per. 


dwelling is raised or the site is so large in 
area that the overall maximum density 
can be maintained, a technique now being 
adopted by the L.C.C. If investigation 
is taken to the root of the matter, it will 
be found that the basis of all objections 
to living in flats is the lack of elbow room ; 
therefore the problem is easily solved, 
at extra cost. 

We live in times of high and continually 
rising building costs, shortages of mater- 
ials, and conflicting directives and in- 
vestigations which appear to have con- 
tradictory results. ‘There are many ways 
in which the costs of housing can be kept 
within reasonable limits ; an instance is 
the requirement that all dwellings above 
three storeys in height should be served 
by lifts or lift. 'To people living on the 
third floor of converted houses 40 ft. 
above ground level, without dust chute or 
facilities for fuel, except perhaps in the 
basement, this’ does appear to be an 
extravagance. Another is the latest at- 
tempt at a solution of the clothes-drying 
problem by providing a totally inadequate 
drying cupboard. Surely there can be 
no valid objection to the bathroom serving 
as a utility room for the washing and dry- 
ing of clothes ? It would save on capital 
expenditure and relieve the tenant of 
running costs. 

Housing standards cannot be based on 
the provision of labour-saving devices, 
particularly those that cost money to 
run. If cost generally can be kept 
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within reasonable limits, it should be 
possible to provide extra space in dwell. 
ings, and I submit that one of the ways 
that this can be achieved is by rebuilding 
large districts now covered by two-storey 
buildings, to a height of four or even 
five storeys. This limitation of height 
would permit the use of traditional 
construction, which experience has proved 
to be more economical than a framed 
building, both in cost and in the use of 
materials. 

The time has come for an investi. 
gation into housing needs and costs on 
the widest possible terms of reference, 
and attention might well'’be given to the 
effect of bye-laws, the Town Planning 
Act, the daylighting code, etc., on the 
costs of housing, for there are occasions 
when these safeguards appear to operate 
against the urgent needs of the population. 

W. F. Howarp [F.R.1.B.A] 

110, Old Brompton-road, 

London, S.W.7. 


COST OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ 
ARCHITECTURAL DEPARTMENTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—-I have followed this correspon- 

dence not only with interest but with 
surprise that the percentage relationship 
between the cost of an _ architectural 
department over a period of twelve months 
and the value of the building work for 
which it is responsible should be com- 
pared with the percentage fees charged 
by private architects. 

Quite apart from the fact that a local 
authority’s architectural department per- 
forms numerous services that could only 
be valued on a yuantum meruit basis as 
well as schemes which are abandoned or 
deferred and do not appear in a valuation 
of work in hand, it must be obvious that 
for such a comparison to have any signifi- 
cance there must be a common basis of 
calculation—the actual cost of the build- 
ing work and the actual cost of the pro- 
fessional services. 

This requires a comparison over the 
total duration of a job, not over a period 
of one year, which is quite meaningless. 
The departmental costs including salaries, 
materials, rent, light, administration over- 
heads, and all the other expenses which 
the private architect has to meet from his 
scale fees, would have to be accurately 
costed. The result would be a figure 
which could. properly be compared with 
the cost of the same professional services 
calculated according to the scales of 
charges applicable to private architects, 
quantity surveyors, engineering consul- 
tants, etc. ; 

The comparative figures might sur- 
prise some of our friends in_ private 
practice, but it 1s unfortunate that we 
should seek to make such comparisons ; 
they prove nothing and do nobody any 
good, and are apt to extend into directions 
deplored by all who value the happy 
relationship which, in fact, exists between 
architects in official and private practice. 

Lronarp C. Howitt, 
President, City and Borough 
Architects Society. 
Manchester. 


(Continued on page 265) 
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Elevation to Little 
St.  Fames’s - street 
with the entrance to 
one of the four flats. 


FLATS WITH GARAGES, CATHERINE WHEEL YARD, SW 


Built for Members of the Staff of Clarence House 


W. CURTIS GREEN, RA, SON AND LLOYD, ARCHITECTS 
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Above: View of the entrance. Below: View of classroom block and gymnasium. 


NINE ACRES COUNTY INFANTS’ SCHOOL, NEWPORT, IOW 


F. H. BOOTH, ARIBA, AMTPI, COUNTY ARCHITECT, ISLE OF WIGHT 


bigs site of this new school comprises part of what 
is known as the Nine Acres Field and is one and a 
half acres in extent. The accommodation provided 
in the new buildings consists of six classrooms, 
each with its own store, with a large hall for dining and 
general activities, together with entrance hall, head 
teacher’s room, medical inspection and dental clinic, 
staff room, stores, lavatories, cloakrooms, etc., together 
with a large kitchen capable of providing some 250 
meals for this and other schools in the Newport area. 
The school, which has been designed and the erection 


supervised by the County Architect, Mr. F. H. Booth, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., and his staff, and replaces the 
Newport Nodehill County Infants’ School, which was 
erected in 1887, is the first primary school to be built 
in the urban area for nearly half a century. 

The buildings contain many novel features of con- 
struction, such as the sloping roof of the classrooms 
and the overhanging canopy, designed to minimise 
sun glare in summer, while allowing the maximum of 
sunlight to penetrate into the classrooms during the 
winter. The whole of the buildings consist of light 
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Detail of classroom block. 














Assembly hall 
elevation. 
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ix 
room block, showing f 
cloakrooms. : 


Corridor to class- 


steel-frame construction with brick external walls. 
The roof over the classroom block consists of timber 
rafters bolted to light steel angle purlins covered 
externally with Thermacoust and finished with built- 
up asphalt roofing. The dressings and copings are of 
artificial stone. Internally the walls are plastered. 
Corridors, entrance hall, staff room, etc., floors are 
finished with coloured Accotile, while classrooms and 
the assembly hall are finished with African hardwood 
block flooring. ‘The colour scheme has been most 
carefully chosen in all rooms, and the furniture in the 
classrooms has been specially designed. 

Heating is by low pressure hot water, the layout 
of the boilerhouse being such that the installation of 
mechanical stokers can be carried out at a later date 
without structural alterations. 

Mr. J. M. McRobbie, A.R.I.B.A., was the assistant 
architect in charge of the scheme. 








The contractors for this project were Messrs. A. E. 
Jukes and Son, Ltd., of Newport, the contract price 
being £38,368, and the quantity surveyors were 
Messrs. Harris and Porter, of London. The main 
sub-contractors were as follows : 


Structural steelwork and aluminium windows, Gardiner, Sons, and 
Co., Ltd., Bristol; electrical services, Southern Electricity Board, 
Newport ; heating and other mechanical services, Edward Watts and 
Sons, Ltd., Cowes ; sanitary fittings, Associated Clay Industries, Ltd., 
Bolton; ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co., Ltd.; doors, H. W. 
Morey and Sons, Ltd., Newport; ‘ Accotile’’ floors, Gabriel Wade 
and English, Ltd., Southampton; African hardwood floors, Davis 
Parquet Resurfacing, Ltd.; tarmacadam pavings, Vectis Stone Co., 
Blackwater ; artificial stone copings and dressings, The Isle of Wight 
Cast Concrete Co., Ltd., Newport; paint, J. K. Alderslade, Ltd., 
Newport ; entrance gates, Mr. R. Rann, Whippingham, I.W. ; fencing, 
Penfold Fencing and Engineering, Ltd., Watford. 

Furnishings were supplied by the following: Airscrew Co. and 
Jicwood, Ltd., Weybridge; Educational Supply Association, Ltd., 
Stevenage ; Elington Industries, Ltd., Lyndhurst, Hants. ; Kingfisher, 
Ltd., West Bromwich; H. W. Morey and Sons, Ltd., Newport; 
Tratman and Lowther, Ltd., Bristol. 


Typical classroom. 
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"THESE farm buildings, con- 

sisting of a Dutch barn, dairy 
block and piggeries, are grouped 
on the perimeter of a large con- 
crete yard. They form part of the 
West Wight Secondary Modern 
School. The dairy is large enough 
to allow for demonstrations in 
dairying, principally to students in 
the dairy. Also contained in this 
block are horse boxes, a cowhouse, 
seed and fuel store and a tractor 
shed. 


CONSTRUCTION 


The corrugated asbestos roof on 
steel purlins and trusses, is carried 
on concrete block walls and piers 
with light breeze block partitions. 
The external walls are treated with 
two coats of Silexine stone paint 
with a stippled finish. The pre- 
mises have been in use for over one 
year. 

Mr. D. Law McKee, Dip.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A., chief assistant archi- 
tect, was in charge of the scheme. 


The general contractors were 
Messrs. William Downer and Sons 
(I1.W.), Ltd. Gardiner, Sons, and 
Co., Ltd., were responsible for the 
steelwork ; Crittall standard win- 
dows were supplied by Duke 
Bros. ; electrical work was by the 
Southern Electricity Board. 
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LEGEND. 


FOOD PREPARATION. 
. PIGGERIES. 

. POTTING SHED. 
TOOLS. 

DUTCH BARN. 
TRACTOR. 
GENERAL STORE. 
. FOOD STORE. 
LOOSE BOX. 
LOOSE BOX. 

. COW SHED. 

. DAIRY. 

. YARD. 


FARM BUILDINGS, WEST WIGHT SCHOOL 


F. H. BOOTH, ARIBA, AMTPI, COUNTY ARCHITECT, IOW 
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SHANKLIN 


F. H. BOOTH, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
COUNTY ARCHITECT, IOW 


S haaes buildings generally are of 
steel framed and brick con- 
struction with artificial stone dress- 
ings, aluminium windows and con- 
crete floors and flat roofs. Both the 
Fire and the Police Stations have 
been designed as one unit, although 
each station is self-contained. 


The senior assistant architect in 
charge was Mr. A. G. Briggs, 
A.R.I.B.A. 


The general contractors were 
Messrs. Brading and Blundell, Ltd., 
of Shanklin, the contract price being 
£32,719 5s. 6d. The resident clerk 
of works was Mr. S. Chandler of the 
County Architect’s Department and 
Messrs. Croot and Partners, of 
Bournemouth, prepared the bills of 
quantities. The main sub-con- 
tractors and suppliers were as 
follows :— 


Structural steelwork and aluminium windows, 
Gardiner, Sons and Co., Ltd., Bristol; 
electrical services, Mr. D. Alldrige, South- 
ampton ; heating and other mechanical serv ices, 
Edward Watts and Sons, Ltd., Cowes; sani- 
tary fittings, W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, Comyn Ching and Co., Ltd. : 
precast concrete floors and roofs, Frazzi, Ltd. ; 
artificial stone copings and dressings, The Isle 
of Wight Cast Concrete Co., Ltd., Newport ; 
flooring tiles, The Marley Tile Co., Ltd., 
Poole; terrazzo and wood block flooring, 
Marchetti, Ltd., Portsmouth; paint, J. K. 
Alderslade, Ltd., Newport ; furnishings sup- 
plied by H. W. Morey and Sons, Ltd., Newport. 
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View from Tweedy-road. 


FLATS FOR METROPOLITAN POLICE, BROMLEY, KENT 


R. B. PEARCE, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


HIS block of twenty-four flats has been erected 

on the site of eight destroyed late-Victorian 

houses in T'weedy-road, Bromley, Kent; they are 
now occupied by the Metropolitan Police. 


Accommodation is provided in two types: 18 flats 
with living-room and three bedrooms ; and six flats 
with living-room and two bedrooms. Fuel stores 
for each flat are provided in basements under each 
wing and under the centre block. MHand-lifts for 
fuel serve each floor from the basements, and cycle 
and pram stores are provided for each flat at the rear 
of the site. 


Construction is: External walls-of 15} in. cavity 
brickwork to ground and first floors, with 11 in. 
cavity walling to second floor. Spine and division 
walls are of gin. brickwork. Floors are 5 in. 
reinforced concrete. The roof is of normal timber 
construction, covered with pantiles on roofing felt 
and insulated with wallboard on underside of roof. 
Windows are metal in wood surrounds. There are 
Portland stone dressings to the entrances. Drainage 
from flats is on the one-pipe system. 


View of west wing main entrance 
looking towards west block entrance. 
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View from Tweedy-road of east wing, 
looking towards the entrance to east block. 
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Furnishings and equipment are as follows: 
Accotile floors to all flats; terrazzo tiles to halls 
and landings, and terrazzo treads and risers to stairs ; 
open fires to each living-room; electric storage 
heaters for hot water supply; lighting and power 
points in rooms on ring main system; wrot-iron 
balustrades to stairs with hardwood handrails ; and 
gas and /or electric cooking points. 


The quantity surveyor was Mr. C. S. Parsons, 
A.R.I.C.S., the builders being Messrs. W. E. and S. 
Rumph (Builders), Ltd., 9, Widmore-road, Bromley. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: R.C. floors and 
stairs, Liversedge Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co. ; 
pantile roof and building material, Roberts Adlard and 
Co., Ltd. ; bricks, Marston Valley Brick Co. ; windows, 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; electrical work, H. J. 
Davies ; plumber, including balustrades and railings, H. H. 
Coombes; stonework and terrazzo stairs, Marble Products, 
Ltd. ; lifts, Vaughan Lift Engineering Co. ; joinery and 
kitchen fitments, Hook’s Joinery Works, Ltd.; floors 
(Accotile), Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; hot water, Sadia 
Electric Heaters ; loft ladders, Loft Ladders, Ltd.; and 
ventilators, Cozens Ventilators, Ltd. 


Left : View of a typical landing. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 252) 


SETTLEMENT OF BUILDERS’ 
ACCOUNTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


oR! should like to express through 

your Journal how much I have 
appreciated the many constructive re- 
marks that have been made to me following 
my letter to you expressing views as to 
causes in the delay in the settlement of 
final accounts. The desire generally for 
a considerable speed-up in the payment 
to contractors of moneys due to them, at 
whatever stage of the contract, be it 
interim or final phase, is most encouraging. 
Now we want results ! 

I feel, however, that in some quarters 
too much emphasis has been placed on the 
fact that the principal offenders, by far, 
are the local authorities. I would com- 
mend to everyone concerned jn _ this 
problem the suggestion that the problem 
be tackled everywherg, wherever it is 
found, and not just one section of the 
industry’s clients be blamed. 

To carry out post mortems on the past 
is as bad as to be pessimistic about the 
future. It is better that all of us in this 
great industry—whether the architect, 
the quantity surveyor, the contractor and 
his sub-trades and the client—should put 
our organisations in order to ensure 


that the monetary part of our job is 
properly and efficiently dealt with. For 
one to blame the other gets us nowhere ; 
we only waste more time and cause more 
delay. Let everyone now see if his office 


is really geared up to modern, efficient 
discharge of this facet of a great industry. 
Let everyone remember the other man’s 
problems, and recognise that when a 
contractor wants money it is for the 
efficient prosecution of his business, and 
that unless other parties do their job 
properly he is powerless to bring his 
influence to bear on the problem that is 
so much restricting increase of produc- 
tivity. 

I am convinced that with good will and 
endeavour all round, by all parties, this 
blot on our efficiency could be cleared 
away in six months and an enormous 
amount of mental energy and physical 
time released for our real job in this 
world—the job of building. 

W. Gorpon LILLY. 

Orchard Works, 

St. Ann’s-street, S.W.1. 


BUILDING WAGES AND 
INFLATION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Another 3d. per hour for building 
operatives, which will raise the cost 
of houses and homes, schools and factories, 
and for which operatives in every industry 
will have to contribute in increased rent 
ot purchase price! Oh, yes! it will 
only be 6d. per week on new houses, 
pethaps, and 6d. a week is nothing, 
¢specially when you get. an increase of 
Ils. So the relentless spiral takes another 
little turn and nobody notices or cares, 
save the Government. 
Thus -we proceed with deceptively 
smooth inevitability towards the ultimate 
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position where costs are so inflated that 
operatives can no longer purchase the 
goods they produce, and the old inter-war 
bogey of over-production again raises its 
ugly head, to be followed with equally 
inescapable unemployment. ‘The effects 
of unemployment can reasonably be 
expected to be decreased wages and in- 
creased production per man-hour and with 
the advent of these conditions the first 
grey streaks of dawning solvency will be 
apparent. 

How much longer will it be before 
people realise that increased wages lower 
the standard of living? 

W. H. Hosken. 

Banstead, Surrey. 


BUILDING ACCIDENT 
PREVENTION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—According to the last report 
submitted to the Home Secretary by 
the Chief Factory Inspector, the building 
industry is in the unenviable position of 
having nearly 10 per cent. of all notifiable 
accidents. Of these approximately 200 
proved to be fatal; this is almost 25 per 
cent. of all fatal accidents, and this figure 
does not include works of constructional 
engineering. 

There appears to be a tendency in some 
quarters to dismiss the figures with the 
excuse that the nature of the work is 
hazardous. If this were a correct argu- 
ment, then the explosive industry should 
have an extremely high accident rate, 
whereas, in fact, figures prove that it is 
probably one of the safest of industries, if 
not the safest. This is because everyone 
from top to bottom level has been taught 
to recognise that the slightest carelessness 
or even thoughtlessness can have terrible 
results. 

An accident does not “‘ happen,” it is 
‘* caused.”” What causes an accident is 
important if the rate is to be reduced. 
The nature of an injury is not always 
important ; it is just a question of degree. 
An accident which may result in little or 
no injury on one occasion might easily 
have been the cause of a fatality. Many 
industries have recognised these facts 
and have taken steps to reduce to a 
minimum the causes of accidents. Figures 
have been produced which conclusively 
prove that, when all concerned have been 
prepared to play their part, the accident 
rate has been reduced between 60 and 70 
per cent. 

Despite Regulation 98 of the “ Building 
Regulations, 1948,” it is doubtful if more 
than a handful of building contractors 
have a qualified person working and 
advising on matters of safety and accident 
prevention. This appears to be obvious 
if one makes a cursory examination of 
scaffolds when walking past practically 
any large building site. 

Where does the answer lie ? I would 
suggest it lies in a need for education so 
that more should know and understand 
the Building Regulations and the portions 
of the Factories Act which are applicable. 
Recognition would follow of the fact that 
the regulations are not just restrictive 
measures but commonsense precautions 
found to be necessary after an exhaustive 
examination of the main causes of accidents 


265 


to builders. In this connection the 
employers’ associations, especially in a 
large centre like London, could give an 
excellent lead by sponsoring a short 
safety course. 


The Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents organise, I believe, safety 
courses of a general character, many of the 
lecturers being attached to the Factory 
Inspector’s Department ; I feel sure that, 
if called upon, the Society would be 
prepared to organise a specialised course 
dealing with the building industry. 

J. A. Haywarp. 

7, Sefton-avenue, N.W.7. 


RIBA AND PRACTICAL 
EXPERIENCE 


HE Council of the R.I.B.A., at their 
meeting on February 5, received the 
report of the Board of Architectural 
Education on the R:I.B.A. Examination in 
Professional Practice and Practical Experi- 
ence, which stated that it had been decided 
not to set up any machinery for dealing 
with appeals and that the regulations as 
announced will have effect. 


The Council have approved the action 
taken by the Board. The Council have 
also given authority for the issue of the 
following statement setting out in general 
terms the “considerations upon which 
they have based their decision :-— 


A tribunal of appeal to deal with hard- 
ship cases has not been set up because the 
Council are satisfied that such a scheme, 
although simple arrangements had actually 
been formulated, could not have been 
made to work fairly and would not have 
met the complaint made by some students 
that the new regulations had been brought 
into operation without warning to those 
entering upon courses in schools of 
architecture. 


In view of the strong feeling in the 
profession and the recommendations con- 
tained in the reports of the Working Party 
on Building Operations and the Anglo- 
American Productivity Team that at 
least twelve months’ practical experience 
should be obtained before the granting 
of Associateship, the Council have decided 
that it would -have been wrong in the 
interests of the community in general, 
and of the profession and students in 
particular, to postpone the operation of 
the scheme, which was announced as long 
ago as October, 1949. 


The Council in reaching their decision 
took account of the special representations 
made to them by bodies of students and 
on behalf of the students by individual 
members of the Council, 


SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE 


PROFESSOR SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE 
had the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws conferred upon him recently at 
London University. The occasion was 
a dinner, given by the Chancellor, Major- 
General the Earl of Athlone, who was 
accompanied by Princess Alice, Countess 
of Athlone, and members of the Court 
and Senate of London University, in 
celebration of the enlargement of the 
university precinct. 
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FUTURE OF THE SOUTH BANK 
Interim Development Report Accepted by the L.C.C. 


PPHE London County Council, meeting on 

February 5, accepted a report of the 
general purposes committee on the interim 
development of the South Bank Festival, of 
Britain exhibition site. In the report, it is 
stated that the South Bank sub-committee 
were assisted in their consideration of the 
use to which the site should be put, pending 
permanent redevelopment, by a report pre- 
sented jointly to the council and the Festival 
Office by the council’s architect, the chief 
officer of the parks department, and Sir Hugh 
Casson, F.R.I.B.A.; by personal discussion 
between the chairman of the sub-committee, 
the Minister of Works (who is charged with 
general direction of Festival of Britain 
affairs), and Sir Gerald Barry, the Director- 
General of the Festival; and by the reports 
of the council’s officers. 

The report continues: The council’s prin- 
cipal aims must clearly be to see that the 
exhibition site is made as attractive as pos- 
sible, and to improve the access to the Royal 
Festival Hall. The arrangements which we 
propose are directed to making as large a 
part of the site as possible accessible to the 
public this year and will, we hope, go far 
to ensure that the public interest in the area 
which was stimulated by the Festival of Brit- 
ain will be kept continuously alive. 

The Minister of Works is committed, 
under the terms of the council’s agreement 
with the Festival Office, to remove such 
buildings and other works and materials as 
the council may require and to leave the 
site cleared to the council’s satisfaction not 
later than June 1, 1952; and discussions have 
taken place on the possibility that, with a 
view to making the most suitable and 
economical use of the existing features, some 
of them might be taken over by the council 
on terms appropriate to the Minister’s obliga- 
tion under the agreement. We understand 
that the Minister wishes to discharge this 
obligation as soon as possible; that with 
this end in view he has suggested that, ex- 
cept for the Telekinema and, possibly, also 
the Waterloo-road administration blocks, 
none of the Festival buildings should be re- 
tained unless the council wishes to take any 
of them over; and that in reaching this 
decision he has been influenced by the heavy 
cost of adapting the buildings for other uses. 


Financial Arrangements 


The question of the terms on which certain 
buildings and features might, in fact, be 
taken over by the ‘council is covered by pro- 
posals which the Minister has recently made 
for a general financial settlement of all the 
council’s claims on the Festival Office, except 
those directly connected with Festival 
Gardens, Limited (which will be dealt with 
separately); acquisition, should the council so 
decide, of the Dome of Discovery; and 
retention of the Telekinema and, should the 
Minister so decide, the administration blocks 
referred to above. The Minister proposed 
that the council should resume possession of 
all the exhibition area except that part of 
the upstream site which is leased to the 
Ministry and should take over without pay- 
ment such structures and works as it wished 
to be retained; that the Festival Office should 
be responsible for the demolition of all 
buildings which it was agreed should be 
demolished, and should have the option, in 
the Homes and Gardens Pavilion area’ of 
the downstream-site, of providing a temporary 
garden layout of the kind, contemplated in 


the consultani’s report; that the Ministry of 
Transport would pay the council the agreed 
cost of removing the temporary bridges and 
river piers, and the Festival Office that of 
overtime necessary to complete the work at 
Lansbury; and that in respect of all remain- 
ing claims the council would be paid a single 
lump sum of £45,000. 

The council indicated that it would be pre- 
pared, as a reasonable compromise, to settle 
for a lump sum of £75,000 (in addition to 
receiving the cost of removing piers, etc., 
and of overtime at Lansbury) on the lines 
of the Minister’s proposal subject to the 
following conditions :— 

(a) The Minister to undertake to bear 
the cost of removing the heavy founda- 
tions of the Regatta Restaurant, as they 
constitute a load on the river wall for 
which it was not designed and which can- 
not be permitted to continue indefinitely. 


(b) The Minister to meet in full all 
claims for the cost of works, etc., the cost 
of which the Festival Office have already 
agreed to reimburse. (A separate list of 
these is being prepared.) 

(c) The Minister to be asked to confirm 
that the demolition of structures, etc., for 
which he will be responsible will be carried 
down to a depth of 3 ft. 

This proposal was accepted by the 
Minister, who has, however, since then indi- 
cated that he would, in general, be prepared 
to undertake demolition only to ground level, 
but would be ready to agree that, where it 
would be necessary for landscaping or plant- 
ing of flowers and grass, he would excavate 
to a depth of’ 18 inches; and would give 
sympathetic consideration in special cases 
where it was shown that it was necessary 
to excavate to three feet. 

The question whether this alternative offer 
would satisfactorily meet the council’s inter- 
esis is being examined, and in this respect 
the council’s position must be reserved. We 
will report later as to the outcome. With 
this reservation, the following proposals for 
the interim development of the site are 
broadly agreed between the parties: 


Detailed Proposals 


Riverside Promenade.—The whole of the 
riverside strip extending from the County 
Hall to Waterloo Bridge will be adapted by 
the council on the lines suggested in the con- 
sultant’s report referred.to above, so as to 
enable it to be made available to the public 
pending the laying out of the memorial 
gardens which will eventually be provided. 
This will have the double virtue of provid- 
ing an attractive riverside promenade and of 
contributing to a much-needed improvement 
in the access to the Royal Festival Hall. The 
existing character of the area will, in the 
main, be preserved, and many of its features, 
such as the open balustrading (which was 
provided for the Festival in preference to a 
solid parapet), the cantilevered viewing plat- 
forms, some of the masts in front of the 
Royal Festival Hall, the “ water mobile” 
designed by Richard Huws, the Press club 
building under Charing Cross railway via- 
duct, the boundary fence at the Waterloo 
Bridge end of the area, the lavatory block 
by the Thames-side restaurant and the 
trees, lamp-posts and _ seats will be 
retained. Additional lighting will be provi- 
ded where necessary, and the area will be 
suitably lit at night. Other features which 





February 15 1952 


serve no useful purpose or which impede 
the proposed use of the area, such as the 
"51 Bar, the greater part of the Sea and Ships 
pavilion, the sports structure, and the Regatta 
restaurant, will be removed. The paving 
(which was not intended to be permanent) 
will be made good as necessary, and planted 
areas will be introduced in some places, 
particularly on the sites of demolished build. 
ings. The area below the Skylon will be laid 
Out as a garden. 

The establishment committee have agreed 
to our request that, when this is done, the 
terrace in front of the County Hall should no 
longer be closed at night. This will mean 
that there will at all times be a continuous 
riverside thoroughfare fpr pedestrians 
between Westminster Bridge and Waterloo 
Bridge. 

Thames-side restaurant. — We have con- 
sidered the possibility of retaining this build- 
ing for use partly as a café where light 
refreshment could be served to those who 
frequent the new open space, and partly as 
a store for use by the parks department. 

The building is of a temporary character, 
and has a useful life, provided it is adequately 
maintained, of perhaps 10 years. We have 
therefore had to weigh the comparatively 
high cost of maintenance and adaptation 
against the undoubted attractiveness of its 
unique situation overlooking, and partly over- 
hanging, the river. 

The cost of demolition is likely to be 
offset by the value of the materials that it 
would be possible to salvage, and any con- 
sequent liability (which would fall on the 
council if the building were retained) would 
probably be negligible. We have therefore 
decided to ask the Minister not to demolish 
the building, and to defer a decision on its 
retention for the purposes we have in view 
until it is possible to judge, on the basis of 
competitive tenders for the catering rights, 
whether the receipts from this source would 
sufficiently offset maintenance costs to make 
retention of the building a _ reasonable 
proposition. 

Ministry of Works site-—The Council has 
agreed to lease substantially the whole of the 
upstream part of the site to the Ministry of 
Works, with whom the responsibility for its 
interim use therefore rests. Some of the 
exhibition features (e.g., the fountain pool, 
the covered balcony overlooking the Richard 
Huws fountain, and the screen wall which 
forms part of the boundary of the Sea and 
Ships pavilion) will be retained. and will be 
added to where necessary so as to form a 
physical barrier between this site and the 
riverside promenade. The roof of the 
covered balcony will be removed. 


The Dome of Discovery 


We have given careful consideration to 
the possibility that the Dome of Discovery. 
as the most striking of the many novel struc- 
tures forming part of the South Bank Exhi- 
bition, and as one offering possibilities of 
use elsewhere, might be acquired by the 
council and re-erected on a suitable site. In 
our opinion the possibility justifies more 
detailed technical investigation than has been 
possible by the date stipulated by the 
Minister for a final decision, viz., February. 
1952. .. . Our representatives have urged this 
point of view upon the Minister, who 
expressed the view that the right course was 
to demolish the Dome forthwith, and was 
unwilling either to allow further time for 4 
decision as to removal, or to allow the Dome 
to remain on its present site (which 1s within 
the area that the council has agreed to leas 
to the Ministry) until the cost of removing 
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it could be reconciled with the public 
interest. He added that advice from his 
technical officers had left him more than 
doubtful whether the cost of maintaining 
the structure, and its likely life, remember- 
ing that it was specifically designed for a 
six months’ exhibition, would justify anyone 
in planning to retain or re-erect it. If, 
nevertheless, the council decided to pursue 
its request he would submit it to the Cabinet, 
on the basis that the council should become 
responsible’ forthwith for the cost of main- 
taining the Dome, but his recommendation 
would be that the request should be rejected. 


Without committing the council to any 
final view, we propose to ask the Minister 
to reconsider his decision to demolish the 
Dome for scrap forthwith so that the longer- 
term considerations can be more fully 
explored. If the Minister would allow more 
time we would like also to consider the 
possibility of as$ociating the Skylon with the 
Dome on a new Site; if not, however, we 
would not wish to consider the Skylon apart 
from the Dome, as its chief value is as an 
architectural foil to the latter. 

River piers—The Ministry of Transport 
have asked the council to undertake, as their 
agent, the work of removing the Nelson pier 
(off the upstream section of the site). The 
fixed staging, which in effect forms an exten- 
sion of ihe foreshore over the river, will 
be retained temporarily as a viewing platform 
and seating area. 

The future of the Rodney (downstream) 
pier is understood to be still the subject of 
discussions between the Minister of Works 
and the Minister of Transport. 

Downstream site (Shot Tower area.)—The 
main fabric of the Shot Tower, which is the 
council’s property, will be retained until its 
removal is necessitated by permanent 
redevelopment of the site. The sports arena, 
the pools, the 1851 centenary pavilion, and 
the taxi turn-round and paved area by the 
Royal Festival Hall, will be retained. The 
remaining structures, including the boathouse 
and switchroom, the boat-building shed, the 
overhead bridge from Waterloo Bridge to 
the Royal Festival Hall, and the Harbour 
bar, will be demolished. The whole area 
will be adapted by the council for use as an 
extension of the riverside open space. 

It is proposed to provide a children’s play 
area in the sports arena, and to instal suit- 
able equipment. 

Downstream site (Homes and Gardens 
pavilion area). In accordance with the 
proposal of the Minister of Works all the 
buildings in this area except the Telekinema, 
and, perhaps, also the administrative blocks 
(the future of which the Minister is under- 
stood to have still under cansideration), will 
be demolished. The emergency exit stair- 
ways leading up to the new spur road of the 
York-road/Waterloo-road roundabout will 
be retained; so also will the lower part of 
the main wall of the Homes. and Gardens 
pavilion, as the levels on either side are not 
the same. Consideration is being given to 
the use of part of the area as a car park 
for the Royal Festival Hall. The rest, of the 
area, a large part of which is already attrac- 
tively laid out and paved, will be adapted 
for public use at the cost of the Ministry 
of Works as an offset to some of the Coun- 
cil’s claims on the Festival Office, and will 
form a useful access to the Royal Festival 
Hall and the riverside promenade. 


Other Items Considered 


Among other items considered in the 
report are the heat pump under the Charing 
Cross railway viaduct, which is to be re- 
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tained for further tests of its capacity; road 
works; electricity supplies; and bridges. The 
council has been asked to undertake the 
removal of the Bailey bridge over the 
Thames (the work to begin shortly), and has 
decided to offer no objection to the removal 
of the York-road footbridge from Waterloo 
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main line station; the future of the Hunger- 
ford footbridge extension is still under con- 
sideration. It is considered that the Red 
Lion, from the former brewery, should con- 
tinue to stand on the South Bank, and it 
has been decided to offer the lion to the 
Railway Executive on permanent loan. 


THE TOWN DEVELOPMENT BILL 
Encouraging the Dispersal of Population and Industry 


By A. E. TELLING, 


T= Town Development Bill, intro- 
duced into the House of Commons 
last week, represents a further step in the 
policy of encouraging the dispersal of 
population and industry from _ over- 
crowded cities and towns. So far the 
major instrument for carrying out this 
policy has been the New Towns Act, 
1946. Under that Act new towns are 
beirig developed by statutory corporations, 
and in each case an entirely new town 
is being created ; although in some cases 
(Stevenage and Crawley, for instance) 
there was an existing small town to 
provide a nucleus, development is on such 
a scale that it could hardly be regarded 
simply as an extension of an existing town. 

The building of new towns cannot, 
however, provide all the relief that is 
required, if only because there are not 
enough suitable sites. Last summer the 
late Government announced that legisla- 
tion would be introduced to give financial 
help to borough and district councils who 
undertook major expansion in order to 
relieve overcrowding in congested areas. 
This financial encouragement, it was 
announced, would reinforce the policy of 
building new towns in order to enable over- 
crowded population and _ over-concen- 
trated industry to be dispersed. 

The General Election supervened before 
the necessary Bill could be presented, but 
the new Government soon announced 
their intention of introducing similar 
legislation. Hence, the Town Develop- 
ment Bill, published on February 4. 

The main object of the new Bill is to 
help local authorities to carry out in 
rural or small urban areas town develop- 
ment (that is, housing and any necessary 
industrial, commercial or ancillary develop- 
ment) to provide accommodation for 
people from other areas who, because of 
overcrowding or shortage of land, cannot 
be housed or rehoused in those areas. 
It is to be noted that the assistance will 
be given to local authorities; it is not 
proposed to set up development corpora- 
tions as has been done in the case of the 
New Towns. 

The Bill evidently contemplates that 
normally the development will be carried 
out by the council of the “ receiving 
district.” This phrase is defined as 
meaning the county district in which the 
town development is carried out ; where 
the development is carried out partly 
in one county district and partly in 
another, both will rank as_ receiving 
districts. The local authorities which are 
eligible to be receiving districts are, there- 
fore, non-county boroughs, urban dis- 
tricts and rural districts ; but not county 
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boroughs. It is hardly likely, of course, 
that county boroughs could undertake 
development within their own boundaries 
(even though some include a substantial 
amount of green belt) for the relief of 
overcrowding elsewhere, but the use of 
the phrase ‘‘ county district ” in the Bill 
makes it clear that this possibility is not 
even contemplated. 

There is, however, provision in the Bill 
(clauses 7, 8 and 9) for other authorities 
to participate in town development within 
a receiving district. This may be either 
by agreement between the council of the 
receiving district and the participating 
authority, or by direction of the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government in 
cases where the council of the receiving 
district is unable or unwilling to carry 
out town development. The authorities 
which may be authorised to participate 
are (a) county boroughs, (b) any county 
district which is not a receiving district, 
(c) the county council for the area in 
which the development takes place, and 
(d) a joint water or sewerage board. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


Clause 2 enables the Minister to make 
grants for town development to the 
councils of receiving districts, and by 
Clause 10 similar grants may be made to 
participating authorities. The Minister 
must be satisfied that the development 
will be on a substantial scale, and that it 
will relieve congestion or over-population 
in a county borough, the County of 
London or in a county district outside 
the county in which the development is 
to take place. ‘There is no provision in the 
Bill for designation orders comparable to 
that in the New Towns Act, and thus no 
obligation upon the Minister to hold a 
public local inquiry into a proposal to 
carry out development in a particular 
area. The theory is no doubt that 
normally it will be for the council of the 
receiving district to initiate proposals, and 
that as a democratically elected body the 
council will be sufficiently sensitive to 
local opinion. This view is all very well 
if one simply regards a local inquiry as an 
opportunity for “‘ blowing off steam.” 

Local inquiries have, however, a useful- 
ness far beyond that of seeing that 
property owners and others are not un- 
fairly treated; they can and should be a’ 
thorough investigation into the technical 
and economic aspects of the proposal 
under review. Moreover, some _safe- 
guard is needed where the Minister makes 
an order for development by a participating 
authority ; such orders may be annulled 
by either House of Parliament, but there 
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is no machinery in the Bill for the hearing 
of objections by the council of the receiv- 
ing district; the proceedings on the 
Sheffield Extension Bill of last year 
indicate how important it is that all pro- 
posals for development of this sort should 
be properly and impartially examined. 

The purposes for which grants may be 
made are limited to : 

(a) Rate fund contributions in res- 
pect of houses for which Exchequer 
subsidies are payable under the Housing 
(Financial and Miscellaneous Provi- 
sions) Act, 1946; in other words the 
local authorities concerned will get a 
grant over and above the normal state 
subsidy for housing. 

(6) Acquisition of land. 

(c) Site development. 

(d) Provision of main water supplies 
or sewerage or sewage disposal. 

(e) Payments to water undertakers in 
connection with works for making 
supplies available. 

The amount of the grant will vary 
aecording to the burden on the authority 
and its ability to meet it, the rate at which 
development is undertaken and other rele- 
vant circumstances. 

It will be noted that there is no power 
to make grants for the erection of industrial 
and commercial buildings; the Bill 
evidently contemplates that the functions 
of local authorities will be limited to the 
provision of sites and services for such 
purposes, or at any rate that industrial 
and commercial development by local 
authorities shall not attract grant under 
the Bill; such development might, how- 
ever, qualify for grant if carried out under 
the Town and Country Planning Act. 

By Clause 6 certain additional powers 
of acquiring land are conferred upon the 
councils of receiving districts; in par- 
ticular, they may compulsorily acquire 
land for town development even though 
it has not been designated for compulsory 
purchase in the development plan pre- 
pared under the Town and Country 
Planning Act. This is apparently 
designed to obviate the necessity for sub- 
mitting an amendment of the development 
plan, which would involve giving an 
opportunity for public objections and the 
hearing of any such objections at a public 
local inquiry. The compulsory acquisi- 
tion of land for town development will, 
however, be regulated by the Acquisition 
of Land (Authorisation Procedure) Act, 
1946, so that individuals whose land is to 
be acquired will have the usual rights of 
objection. 


FREEHOLD OR LEASEHOLD ? 


The Bill also proposes to make an inter- 
esting change in the law in relation to the 
ownership of land in development areas 
under the Town and Country Planning 
Act. Under section 19 (5) of the 1944 
Planning Act (kept in force under the 
Act of 1947) the Minister can only consent 
to the local authority disposing of the 
freehold or granting leases of more than 
99 years in exceptional circumstances. 
Section 19 (5) is now to be repealed so 
that the Minister will have complete 
discretion. This should énd what has 
been a subject of controversy in the re- 
building of blitzed areas and the develop- 
ment of the New Towns. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS FIGURES FOR 1951 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament on February 5, as White Papers* 
by the Minister of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
show that the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during December was 
19,322 compared with 17,819 in November, 17,724 in October and with 15,950 in December, 


1950. 
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The number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during 1951 was 194,831, of 
which 171,903 were built in England and Wales and 22,928 in Scotland. The number completed 


in Great Britain in 1950 was 198,171. 


In 1949 it was 197,627. 


The total number of houses completed under the post-war programme is now 1,173,495 
(1,016,349 permanent and 157,146 temporary). 
During December homes were provided by new building, repair of uninhabitable houses and 
conversion for 19,849 families, compared with 18,414 in November and 18,445 in October. 
This brings the total number of families rehoysed by these methods under the post-war pro- 
gramme to 1,464,842. This total does not include homes provided in Service Camps or re- 
quisitioned properties. 
Detailed figures at the end of December were :— 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 





Local authoritiest 
Private builders 
Housing associations 
Government departments 
War destroyed 
houses rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities 
(2) Under licence ... 


Total ... 
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GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Total to Completions Completions Total to Completions 
Dec. 31, in in Dec. 31, in 
1951 December November 1951 December 
797,636 | 15,902 14,444 693,376 13,365 
146,434 2,316 2,276 140,204 2,168 
7,643 152 151 7,307 124 
21,122 820 828 19,247 774 
9,221 6 — 8,431 6 
34,293 126 120 33,959 69 
1,016,349 19,322 17,819 | 902,524 | 16,506 





PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 





Local authorities+ 
Private builders 
Housing associations 
Government departments 
War destroyed 
houses rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities 
(2) Under licence ... 


Total ... 
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Under Increase or | September Under Increase or | 

construction decrease increase or construction decrease 
at | on decrease on at on 

Dec.31 | Sept. 30 June 30 Dec. 31 Sept. 30 
190,564 | — 823 11,528 | 154,947 | — 797 
20/348 | — 789 595 17988 | — 1,121 
2,054 | 216 =) 366° <| 1,824 | 224 
11,632 | 793 450 10,383 | 767 
137 | 2 | 4 mi -.2 
948 | 186 | 136 | $4555 29 
225,683 | — 791 | 12,375 186,124 | — 1,088 





THE HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 


September 
| increase or 
| decrease on 
June 30 
8,393 
481 


| — @ 
| 485 


It is estimated that at the end of December, there were 224,400 men employed on the con- 
struction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. 
does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 
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ENGLAND AND WALES SCOTLAND | GREAT BRITAIN 
Dec. 31 Sept. 30 Dec. 31. | Sept. 30 Dec. 31. | Sept. 30 
Completed houses and flats | 
Permanent ... ws 902,524 854,420 113,825 107,064 1,016,349 | 961,484 
Temporary... 124,970 124,970 32,176 32,176 157,146 157,146 
epee 
Total ... 1,027,494 979,390 146,001 | 139,240 1,173,495 | 1, 118,630 
Under construction | 
Permanent me 186,124 187,182 39,559 39,292 225,683 | 226,474 
Tenders approved (a) ‘ 909,191 858,551 148,718 144,528 1,057,909 1,003,079 
(local authority new houses) | 
— and approvals issued | 
a : 
(private builders new houses) 167,208 160,005 9,956 9,006 177,164 169,011 
Tenders approved and licences | 
issued (a) i | 
(mew houses ali agencies | 961.817 
including rebuilt houses) | 1,163,639 1,102,806 164,302 159,011 1,327,941 | 1,261,807 
Additional homes provided (6) | 1,312,754 1,262,843 152,088 145,291 ; 1,464,842 1,408,! 





(a) Includes dwellings under construction and completed. 
(6) Excludes homes provided in Service camps or requisitioned properties. 





* Cmd. 8458 Housing Return for England and Wales, December 31, 1951. H.M.S.O., price Is. 


* Cmd. 8459 Housing Return for Scotland, December 31, 195 


H.M.S.O., price 9d. 


t In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Associations. 
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SCHOOL BUILDING CUTS 


Revision of 1952 Programme 


agp came which the Minister 
of Education, Miss Florence Hors- 
prugh, proposes to make in the educational 
building programme for 1952, are 
announced in Circular 245, dated February 4, 
jsued to local education authorities. The 
reductions will be made without changing 
the statutory period of school attendance 
and without abandoning the expansion of 
technical education. 


The first aim, the circular states, must be 
to complete projects to the value of about 
£120,000,000 now under construction. This 
will provide, among other things, 400,000 
school places and accommodation costing 
approximately £15,000,000 for technical 
education. 


The rate of starting new work will depend 
largely on the speed with which projects 
under construction are completed and on 
the outstanding requirements of those pro- 
jects for steel. The Minister’s present in- 
formation shows that they will need virtually 
all the steel likely to be available for educa- 
tional building in at least the first half of 
the year. She therefore decided to close 
the 1951/52 building programme (from 
February 4) and to compile immediately a 
revised 1952/53 programme from the balance 
of the 1951/52 and the existing 1952/53 
programmes. Until the new 1952/53 pro- 
gramme has been compiled, starting dates 
awarded to jobs costing over £5,000 for 
operation on or after February 5, 1952, must 
be regarded as provisional. 


For England and Wales as a whole, the 
total value of the new 1952/53 programme 
will be about the same as that of the pro- 
gramme originally announced. However, 
all authorities and all classes of work will 
not be affected to the same extent. In order 
to transfer resources to the areas with ex- 
ceptionally heavy commitments, those 
authorities whose needs are less pressing 
will be asked to make drastic cuts in their 
original 1951/52 and 1952/53 programmes, 
and in some cases to eliminate them 
altogether. Deferment to a later pro- 
gramme, or the indefinite postponement of a 
number of projects for which all the pre- 
paratory work has been done, including 
some which have been finally approved, will 
also be necessary. 


All efforts must continue to be con- 
centrated on providing the places needed for 
children of statutory school age as a result 
of major new housing developments and the 
increase in the school roll, states the circular. 
These minimum needs can be met with the 
reduced capital aliocation only if the exist- 
img restrictions on new building are 
maintained and a number of changes are 
made in school building policy. 


In spite of the rise in the cost of building 
during the past year, schemes recently ap- 
proved show that authorities generally are 
still able to design good schools which 
comply with the Building Regulations and 
are within the current limits of cost per 
Place. Indeed, some primary schools of 
average size are being built at about 42 sq. ft. 
hr place, and some secondary schools at 
about 70 sq. ft. per place. The Minister 
Fecognises that this has demanded consider- 
able skill and ingenuity, and represents a 
notable achievement. In present circum- 
slances authorities will not expect the 
current limits to be raised, though the 





Minister is keeping the trend of building 
prices closely under review. 


Further Education 


The Minister intends to continue the ex- 
pansion of facilities for technical education. 
As, however, many buildings for this pur- 
pose require large quantities ot steel, the 
existing programmes will have to be much 
reduced. Projects from the balance of the 
1951/52 and the existing 1952/53 pro- 
grammes will therefore be included in the 
new programme only where the planned 
accommodation is restricted to providing 
facilities for the more essential industries, 
such as mining, engineering in its various 
forms, textiles and building. 

Until further notice building work at 
community centres, village halls, youth 
clubs and other institutions for youth and 
adult welfare must be restricted to mainten- 
ance, and jobs costing less than £1,000 for 
the adaptation and repair of existing 
premises. It has also been decided to in- 
crease the limit of cost for individual minor 
capital jobs from £5,000 to £6,500. This 
will enable authorities to carry out as minor 
projects two-classroom additions to exist- 
ing schools. 

The Minister will not withdraw any under- 
taking already given to recommend the issue 
of a licence for work above the free limit 
at independent and direct grant schools, 
youth clubs, etc. Promoters, however, are 
warned that the starting dates of their pro- 
jects may be seriously delayed by the short- 
age of steel. 


Steel 


The revised 1952/53 programme described 
in Circular 245, it is stated, can only be put 
under construction if steel is used even more 
economically than at present. The Minister 
hopes to issue guidance on this score 
shortly as a result of a study now being 
carried out at her request by the Building 
Research Station. Meanwhile, steps are 
being taken to increase substantially the 
present rate of output of reinforcing rods 
and high tensile wire. 

In order to give authorities the earliest 
possible indication of the degree of steel 
economy necessary to enable the entire 
1952/53 programme to be started on time, 
and in order to allow local discretion in the 
use of steel, the Minister has decided to 
modify from period III, 1952, onwards the 
present procedure whereby I. and S. 
authorisations are issued for individual jobs. 
Instead, each authority will be given a bulk 
allocation of steel for period III, 1952, 
together with a first instalment of their 
allocations for periods, IV, 1952 and I, 1953, 
and an indication of their probable total 
allocations for these two later periods. 

The new procedure will apply to major 
projects for primary and secondary schools, 
all minor capital works carried out by the 
authority (including school meals projects 
costing less than £1,000) and repair and 
maintenance jobs. For these classes of 
work, the authority will be expected to meet 
from their bulk allocation the outstanding 
requirements of jobs under construction at 
the end of period II, 1952, and the immediate 
requirements of projects to be started during 
the last three-quarters of the 1952/53 
financial year. If the authority wish to 
transfer steel from work under construction 
(thus slowing down the projects affected) in 
order to allow urgent new work to start 
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earlier than would otherwise be possible, it 
will be open to them to do so. 

If, by economies in the use of steel, the 
authority find that without exeeding their 
bulk allocations for the last three-quarters 
of 1952/53 and without creating an un- 
realistic commitment against future 
allocations, they can start more school build- 
ing projects than are included in the new 
1952/53 programme, the Minister will be 
prepared later in the year to consider 
approving a larger programme. . 

The new procedure will not apply to major 
projects at further education establishments, 
training colleges for teachers, special schools, 
school clinics and minor projects carried out 
by voluntary bodies. These jobs, whether 
already under construction or included in 
the revised 1952/53 programme, will receive 
individual allocations of steel. 


The Acquisition of Sites 


PPHE Ministry of Education’s circular 243, 

dated January 25, 1952, “ The Acquisi- 
tion of Sites for Educational Purposes,” 
which is addressed to Local Education 
Authorities, points out that in general the 
Minister is not prepared to approve the 
acquisition of land unless it is needed for 
“immediate” use. In order to preserve the 
momentum of the building programme, the 
Minister regards the term “ immediate” as 
covering cases where the authority have a 
reasonable assurance of being able to start 
work within five years from the date of the 
proposal. If the authority have special 
reasons for wishing to acquire land for more 
than five years in advance, the Ministry 
should be consulted before negotiations with 
the owners are begun. 

On the subject of the approval of sites 
by the Minister of Education, the circular 
states that the Minister’s approval is not 
necessary before sites can be allocated for 
educational use in the local planning 
authority’s Development Plan. The alloca- 
tion may, however, be challenged by an 
appeal on the part of the owner or some 
other interested party against a refusal of 
permission to develop for his own purposes, 
or by the service of a purchase notice under 
section 19 of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947. Authorities may, therefore, 
wish to consult the Ministry before asking 
for the allocation to be made, if the pro- 
ject has not been clearly defined in the local 
education authority’s development plan or a 
scheme of further education approved by the 
Minister. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY 

ENGINEERS 
Recognition of Qualifying Examination 

FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIONS to the 
National Joint Council for Local Authori- 
ties’ A.P.T. and C. Services, a deputation 
from the Institution recently attended a 
conference with a committee of the Local 
Government Examinations Board at which 
the entrance examination for the corporate 
grade of Associate Membership was 
critically studied and discussed. Conse- 
quent upon that conference the Institution 
has received from the Local Government 
Examinations Board a letter dated January 
17 last, in which it states that the National 
Joint Council at its meeting the previous 
day approved the recommendation of the 
L.G. Examinations Board that the examina- 
tions of the Institution be included in the 
list of examinations recognised for promo- 
tion purposes, in the same way as other 
examinations which have been designated 
“ Technical.” 
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LAW REPORT 
New Floor Held to be an 
“ Improvement ” 
COURT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE LORDS JUSTICES JENKINS AND 
HODSON AND THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS 


Wates v. Rowland 


A NEW FLOOR put into a ground-floor 
flat, which had been rendered damp because 
of a rise in the water level of the district, was 
held by the Court of Appeal on February 7 
tc be an “improvement” which would en- 
title the landlord to increase the tenant’s rent 
above the standard rent permitted by the 
Rent Acts. 

The court allowed the appeal of Mr. 
Norman Edward Wates, of London-road, 
Norbury, S.E., from the judgment of Judge 
Sir Gerald Hurst at Croydon County Court 
on October 10, 1951, refusing his application 
to increase the rent of a ground-floor flat at 
Rowan-road, Mitcham, Surrey, of which the 
tenant was Mr. William Walter Rowland. 

The ground of the appeal was that the 
construction of a new floor at the flat was 
entirely new work, and therefore an “ im- 
provement” within the meaning of the 1939 
Act, and not a “ repair.” 

The judge held that the new and efficient 
flooring, “although obviously a great im- 
provement, could also‘aptly be described as 
a repair of a bad system of flooring,” and 
that prevented the appellant getting the bene- 
fit of the eight per cent. rent increase per- 
mitted by the Act. 

Mr. Ian Baillieu (instructed by Blundell 
Baker and Company) appeared for the appel- 
lant; and Mr. David Humphreys (instructed 
by Copley Singleton and Billson, of 
Croydon) represented the respondent. 

Mr. Baillieu said that for a reason, not 
understood, the water level in the district 
had risen, and water accumulated between 
the concrete base and the wooden floor of 
Mr. Rowland’s flat. Notice to abate a 
nuisance was served on Mr. Wates, the 
nuisance being the water between the base 
and the wooden floor. The concrete was 
raised by nine inches and a new floor placed 
on it. This ended the nuisance, and Mr. 
Wates claimed the right under the Rent Acts 
to increase the rent because this was an 
“ improvement.” 

Mr. Humphreys, supporting the decision 
of the county court judge, argued that, to 
succeed, Mr. Wates would have to prove 
that, in the flat, he now had something that 
he had not had before; whereas, all that had 
happened was that a dry floor had been put 
into the flat. This was necessary to put the 
flat into good and tenantable repair and was 
not, therefore, an ‘“ improvement.” s 

Giving judgment, Lord Justice Jenkins said 
the question raised for the court’s considera- 
tion was whether, on the facts and the true 
construction of section 2 (1) (a) of the 1920 
Rent Act, amended by the 1939 Rent Act, the 
expenditure was expenditure on an improve- 
ment or structural alteration as distinct from 
expenditure on repairs within the meaning of 
the section. The county court judge had 
decided that he was governed by the decision 
in Rabbitt v. Grant (1940 Irish Reports). 
But, said his lordship, that decision was 
based on the fallacy that all work necessary 
to put the premises in a condition reasonably 
fit for human habitation was necessarily 
repairs within the meaning of the section. 
There was no doubt that the appellant in this 
case had incurred expenditure on a structural 
alteration which was prima facie an improve- 
ment. The house as a result had a floor that 
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was very much better than it was before. In 
his lordship’s view there was no ground for 
holding that. the expenditure was to be 
excluded from consideration on the ground 
that it was expenditure on repairs. It had 
resulted in the provision of a house that was 
better than it was before. The appeal should 
be allowed with costs 

The Master of the Rolls (Sir Raymond 
Evershed) and Lord Justice Hodson agreed. 


PROGRESS IN A 
MECHANICAL AGE 


Effect on Aesthetics of Economy 


ge "TEMPO is not a measure of progress,” 

said Mr. R. S. V. BARBER, B.Sc., 
M.L.Struct.E., in his presidential address to 
the Society of Engineers on February 5. 
“Its measure is the care afforded to the 
individual in all things and its meaning to 
all men must be the same; for progress is 
an evolution unhampered by race, preju- 
dice or boundaries. Mechanisation, so 
necessary in an intensely organised indus- 
trial civilisation, should not smother our 
imagination. 

“We are aware of discoveries which will 
provide more power to industrial develop- 
ment, and consideration of the purpose of 
modern progress does eventually focus on 
the engineer. The compelling forces, which 
govern an industrial civilisation, fall on his 
shoulders and the answer to the positive 
nature of progress must come from him. 
Is there a true and accepted definition of 
his art? So far the engineer has proved him- 
self a very efficient ‘ welfare officer’ to the 
world and, with a humility which is mis- 
understood, services a vast and complex 
machine.” 

Mr. Barber set out to show by simple 
analyses the positive nature of those factors 
which should constitute engineering. The 
factors were art, invention and science. He 
referred to Dr. Herbert Read’s definition 
“Art is an escape from chaos. It is move- 
ment ordained in numbers; it is mass con- 
fined in measure; it is the indetermination 
of matter seeking the rhythm of life.” 

A close examination of the best construc- 
tional works, machines and projects sug- 
gested that much of the positive quality 
of art could be claimed in engineering, said 
Mr. Barber. The avoidance of artistic 
additions for austerity reasons had led to 
a natural quality of design representative of 
the strength of the materials. Zeising, the 
German writer, had declared the Golden 
Section was the key to all morphology, both 
in nature and art. 

“ Zeising was an extremist in his belief,” 
said Mr. Barber, “but his theory that the 
Golden Section pertains to all works 
executed to a natural pattern to balance the 
strength allowed for by the material, as 
obtained in nature, may be of interest. If 
the Golden Section is a useful term of ref- 
erence in art, I feel its study and applica- 
tion to engineering is worthy of-considera- 
tion, since there is no accepted formula or 
application of a geometric rule applied for 
purpose of appearance. True, Prof. J. F. 
Baker has for many years endeavoured to 
introduce esthetic interest into under- 
graduate studies for the Mechanical Science 
Tripos. This is an unusual practice in the 
normal curriculum of mechanical engineer- 
ing and it would seem, therefore, that the 
zsthetic quality now present in mechanical 
contrivances has been due generally to some 
natural law, and here again, economy 
appears to be the factor which has brought 
this into being.” 
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SCOTTISH SPACE-SAVING 
HOUSES 
Favourable Reactions of Housewives 


Y February 5 over 3,500 people had 
visited the Scottish Department of 
Health’s experimental space-saving houses 
at Toryglen, Glasgow, and Sighthill, Edin- 
burgh (descfibed and illustrated in The 
Builder of January 25), according to a state- 
ment issued from. St. Andrew’s House, 
Edinburgh. Visitors have included Members 
of Parliament, town and county councillors, 
architects and builders. Most of them, hoyw- 
ever, have been housewives from homes of 
all kinds. Generally, reaction to the houses 
has been favourable, and most of the criti- 
cisms have been on points of detail. 

Few members of the general public have 
noticed the reduced ceiling heights. When 
these were pointed out there was no critj- 
cism. 

Many housewives preferred the  space- 
saving house to their own, even when they 
came from modern council or privately 
built houses. 

Some local authorities, architects and 
builders are already working out their own 
plans for space-saving houses, trying to im- 
prove on the Department’s design. Plans have 
been received from Inverness, Arbroath and 
East Kilbride, and Glasgow’s housing de- 
partment are working out plans for space- 
saving flats. 

Features which were praised in the De- 
partment’s houses include:— 

The utility room, which has a separate 
door to the front garden. This provided 
a handy place for carrying out dirty 
household jobs. 

The large living-room in the four-apart- 
ment house with windows to back and 
front gardens. 

The furniture provided by the Scottish 
Committee of the Council of Industrial 

esign to show ways of using the space. 

The main points of criticism have been:— 

The windows are so large that the rooms 
are difficult to heat. 

The hot-water cylinder is so placed that 
it could not be used for drying clothes. 

The living-room in the three-apartment 
house is too narrow. 

The Department’s architects are examin- 
ing these and other criticisms. It has 
already been decided to make the windows 
smaller. 

The houses are open to the public from 
2 p.m. till 8 p.m. on week-days and 10 a.m. 
till 6 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. The 
Glasgow houses are on Greenan-avenue, 
Toryglen, and their last day of opening is 
Saturday (to-morrow), February 16. The 
Edinburgh houses are on Wester Hailes-road, 
Sighthill, and their last day of opening is 
next Tuesday, February 19. 


OBITUARY 
John Goodman, F.R.I.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred at his home, in Salisbury-road, 
Moseley, Birmingham, of Mr. John Good: 
man, F.R.I.B.A., the oldest member of the 
Birmingham and Five Counties’ Architec- 
tural Association, which he joined in 1887. 

Born at Gumley, in Leicestershire, Mr. 
Goodman entered private practice m™ 
Birmingham in 1891, as a partner in the firm 
of Essex, Nichol and Goodman. He was 
responsible for King Edward House, New 
street, Waterloo House, Waterloo-strett, 
Lancaster House, Newhall-street, and 
Somerset House, Temple-street. He was 87. 
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THE FUTURE OF 
LEASEHOLD 


A PEP Report 


LLOWING up their recent “ broad- 
y° sheet”? on Home Ownership, dealing 
with the freehold system, PEP has now 
ued another on “The Future of Lease- 
hold,”* which considers the problem of 
whether or not leaseholders should be given 
, statutory right to purchase the freeholds 
of their dwellings. Legislation to give them 
this right was first proposed 70 years ago, 
and since then numerous Private Bills having 
this object have been introduced without 
eect, and the subject has been considered 
py a number of Select Committees without 
raching a unanimous conclusion. This 
PEP report, it is explained, is not intended 
to take sides in the controversy on any 
general principles, but is concerned with 
only two of the manifold aspects of the 
sbject—i.e., the effect of leasehold on the 
provision of houses and on their mainten- 
ance in good condition when they have been 
provided. 


Leasehold’s Sole Advantage 


Only building leases are considered, and 
itis pointed out that these have really only 
one advantage over freehold for a developet 
—they reduce his initial capital outlay. In 
other words, the ground landlord in effect 
advances the capital cost of the land and is 
paid interest in the form of ground rent. 
These advantages to the developer are prob- 
ably less important to-day than a century or 
two ago, because the great development of 
building societies makes it much easier to 
borrow for estate development, and the pro- 
portion of building to land costs has 
generally increased,~ 


The advantages of the leasehold system 


hve been well summarised in the 
port of the Control Advisory Com- 
mittee on Estate Development and 


Management in War-Damaged Areas, 1947. 
“The system has a long tradition be- 
hind it and has been extensively used during 
the past two or three centuries... . Under 
it the ground landlord could secure the 
development of an area in conformity with 
high standards of layout and architectural 
design without the necessity of carrying out 
the development himself. He could also 
ensure the maintenance of the approved uses 
and proper standards of repair and amenity 
throughout the area in a manner beyond the 
power of the smaller owner.” This view was 
endorsed by the Reith Committee, who 
recommended that the New Towns Associa- 
tions should retain the freeholds and develop 
through leaseholds, but it is pointed out 
that the 1947 Town and Country Planning 
Act has very much reduced the incentives 
0 the landowner to encourage private 
tevelopment by imposing the obligation to 
pay development charges to the Central 
land Board. 

The difficulty of securing proper mainten- 
ice is one of the drawbacks to lease- 
told, and, indeed, to freehold. In practice, 
I's stated, repairing covenants often fail to 
prevent very serious deterioration of pro- 
Ply, mainly because there have been 
satutory limitations on the power of lessors 
© enforce repairing covenants, while 
mprovements are a more difficult problem 
‘en than routine repairs, involving the 
question of compensation to the tenant at 

end of a lease. 
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“Perhaps the main weakness of leasehold 
tenure,” says the report, “is that it has many 
of the qualities of a freehold except the 
feeling of responsibility that comes with it. 
It may be that no attempt to secure by legal 
sanctions the case of house property can 
be as effective as the psychological incentive 
of owner-occupation. It is difficult to assess 
the force of this generalisation. As has 
already been said in discussing freeholds, 
statutory restrictions have robbed them of 
some of this sense of freedom, which, where 
it survives, can be a freedom to sink below 
reasonable standards of maintenance and 
amenity. Leasehold at its best is incompar- 
ably better than freehold. at its worst, but 
the converse is equally true.” 


Leasehold is said to be at its best with a 
public authority, a charitable trust or a pri- 
vate family, which has the desire and the 
resources to manage an estate as a whole 
and preserve both communal amenities and 
individual dwellings. Moreover, it has the 
advantage that if the periods of leases are 
fixed more or less in relation to the life of 
the houses, sites will revert to the landowner 
at approximately the same time, when re- 
development can take place without regard 
to the old boundaries. 


Some Conclusions 


In its conclusions the report states that 
a general policy of enfranchisement might 
aggravate existing problems, such as those 
of land development, repairs and _ the 
preservation of amenity, and recommends that 
the power to grant new leases should be 
limited. So far as existing leases are con- 
cerned, the main recommendations are that 
either the ground landlord or the leaseholder 
should have the right to apply to a tribunal 
for full possession; that a more rigid enforce- 
ment of repairing covenants should be made 
obligatory, and that the protection of the 
Rent Restriction Acts should be extended, 
where necessary, to cover tenants of lease- 
holders when leases expire. There seems 
very little to be said for long-term leases, 
such as 999 years, and it is suggested that 
building leases should be limited to the 
lifetime of the building to be constructed and 
that any longer period should become a 
freehold. 


WOLVERHAMPTON HOUSING 


Half New Allocation for Private 
Enterprise 

WOLVERHAMPTON’ housing committee 
report the additional allocation of 300 houses 
to br'ng the total allocation in 1952 to 1,000. 
Having regard to the Minister’s statement 
that arrangements already made for building 
houses in 1952 should not be disturbed, and 
the fact that the original allocation of 700 
had already been earmarked for providing 
building licences (140), overspill to Wednes- 
field and Seisdon (175) and Corporation 
building (385), the committee recommended 
no change should be made in the proportion 
of licences to be issued out of the allocation 
of 700. 


Regarding the additional allocation of 300, 
the committee decided to take advantage of 
the change in the Government’s policy and 
to make 50 per cent of the 300 ava'‘lable for 
issue as private building licences. This deci- 
sion will result in 29 per cent. of the year’s 
total allocation being made available for 
private bu'lding licences, as compared with 
20 per cent. in the past. 

The council approved the housing commit- 
tee’s recommendations, with the Labour 
group voting solidly against. 
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RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
DUSTBINS 


Court’s Decision 


- BY the time one or other of the parties 
has taken this case to the House of 
Lords, this dustbin will be worth its weight 
in gold,” said SiR Epwin C. Burais, chair- 
man of the Cheshire Quarter Sessions 
Appeals committee, when giving the 
court’s decision in the case in which a Liver- 
pool firm of estate agents appealed against 
the decision of Wirral Magistrates’ Court 
that they (the agents) were responsible for 
providing a dustbin at a house at Hooton. 
“Tt is a case of interest to owners and 
tenants,” said Sir Edwin, when he passed 
the above observation. 


The appellants were Richard Percy Russell 
and Robert Lloyd Jones, partners in the firm 
of Thomas and Jones, estate agents, of North 
John-street, Liverpool, who were the owners 
of a house in Hooton, one of a block of 
property bought in 1941. 

Sir Edwin said the house was let to a 
Mr. John White at £4 13s. 2d. a month and 
was still let to him at the same figure in 
spite of the substantial increase in land- 
lord’s costs. The landlord provided the 
dustbin with the original letting to Mr. 
White, who was then in a relatively humble 
position in life. To-day he was a man of 
substance occupying a relatively important 
position with a firm of shipowners. 

After ten years’ wear, the dustbin re- 
quired replacing; and the sanitary inspector 
for Bebington served a notice on the owners 
requiring them to provide another dustbin. 

The owners felt aggrieved by the decision 
of the sanitary inspector and they appealed 
to the Magistrates’ Court last October. That 
appeal was dismissed and accordingly the 
owners now appealed to Quarter Sessions. 

The Appeals’ committee took the view that 
it was not for them to determine who should 
provide the dustbin, but to determine 
whether it was just and equitable to require 
the landlord to provide it in this particular 
case. 

The rent had not changed since 1941 
despite the increases in the landlord’s ex- 
penses, and his return was now 3.6 per cent. 
which was less than that for Government 
Stocks. 

Sir Edwin proceeded: “We think it is 
contrary to natural justice to require the 
owners to provide the tenant with a dustbin. 
If he had been a poor man with a large 
family and a small wage, we should 
probably have taken a different view. 

The appeal was allowed, and the com- 
mittee ordered that the notice served by the 
sanitary officer be quashed. 


LICENSED PREMISES IN NEW 
TOWNS 


Committees to Make Allocations 


THE Licensed Premises in New Towns Bill, 
the text of which was published on Feb- 
ruary 6, proposes to repeal the State manage- 
ment of the liquor trade in New Towns and 
provides for the constitution of committees 
for determining the number, nature, and 
distribution of licensed premises in New 
Towns. 

Each committee is to consist of a chair- 
man appointed by the Home Secretary and 
an even number of members, half to he 
appointed by the development corporation 
concerned and half by, and from among, the 
licensing justices for the licensing district in 
which the New Town is situated. The pro- 
visions of the Bill apply to Scotland. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Licences for Reconstruction 


On February 5, Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, replied 
to questions by Mr. Foor on the total num- 
ber of licences issued for new projects in 
bombed towns during 1950 and 1951, the 
cost of these projects and the amount of 
steel likely to be available for such recon- 
struction work in 1952. 

He said that in 1950 and 1951, 136 
licences were granted for building work 
costing approximately £8,825,000, of which 
some £6 million was completed by the end 
of last year. In addition, eight projects 
costing £538,075, part of the 1951 pro- 
gramme, had been licensed this year. 
Whether further new projects could be 
licensed later in the year must depend pri- 
marily on the steel position. 

Mr. MACMILLAN added that in 1950 and 
1951, 28 licences were granted for building 
work in Plymouth costing approximately 
£1,456,000, part of which fell in 1952. No 
new licences had been issued in 1952. 
Whether further new projects could be 
licensed later in the year must depend pri- 
marily on the steel position. Priority 
should, in his view, be given to finishing 
what was in hand. 

He said that the allocation of steel for 
blitzed city reconstruction was decided by 
the Government in the light of the demands 
upon the total amount of steel available. 
It was fully recognised that. the allocation 
fell far short of the cities’ needs, but this 
was inevitable in view of the general steel 
situation. 


Private Building Licences 


On February 5, Mr. McKissin asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that there were no 
arrangements for transfers of private build- 
ing licences by mutual agreement between 
local authorities in Northern Ireland and 
local authorities in the rest of the United 
Kingdom; and whether, in view of the fact 
that this procedure was encouraged in Great 
Britain by Section 6(1) of Circular 57/50, 
he would examine suitable reciprocal 
arrangements to achieve the same purpose as 
between Northern Ireland and the rest of 
the United Kingdom. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he was prepared to 


consider individual cases of difficulty which ° 


were brought to his notice. 


Local Authorities’ Housing Loans 


On February 5, Mr. NORMAN SMITH asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what were the conditions under which 
a local authority might raise its housing 
loans to run for a period of less than 60 
years. 

Mr. MACMILLAN Said that local authorities 
borrowing from the Public Works Loan 
Board for new housing schemes were re- 
quired in all cases to borrow for the normal 
period of 60 years. 


Sale of Council Houses 

On February 5, Miss Warp asked ithe 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he could yet announce the regula- 
tions under which local authorities could 
sell council houses. 

- Mr. MACMILLAN said he had the matter 
under consideration and would make an an- 
nouncement as soon as possible. 


Credit Faeilities 
On February 5, Mr. ErRroit asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
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ment whether, in view of the Government’s 
policy of restricting credit facilities to firms 
and businesses, he would circularise all 
local authorities to pay all moneys due by 
them to firms and individuals with the same 
degree of promptness as prevailed in com- 
mercial transactions generally. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that by their nature 
the public funds which local authorities 
control could not always be disbursed with 
the simplicity of commercial transactions. 
But he had recently called attention to the 
importance of avoiding undue delay. 


Shortage of Stonemasons 


On February 5, Mr. Patrick MAITLAND 
asked the Secretary of State for Scotland 
to what extent the building industry was now 
suffering from a shortage of stonemasons; 
and what steps he was taking to encourage 
the training of masons so that the use of 
stone might be revived in Scottish house- 
building and help to ease the shortage of 
bricks and other materials. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that at the 
end of last year there were 68 outstanding 
vacancies for stonemasons. Instruction in 
stonemasonry was included in pre-appren- 
ticeship courses for the building industry 
and in evening classes at a number of 
centres. 


N.C.B. Licences 


In reply to a question by Major Guy 
LLoyD on February 5, Mr. Ecctes said that 
the total value of licences issued between 
January 1, 1947, and December 31, 1951, 
for the building, reconstruction, repair and 
decoration of offices, including colliery 
offices, for the National Coal Board was 
£1,090,64@. The corresponding figure for 
staff residences was not available in his 
department as licences for living accommo- 
dation were normally issued by _ iocal 
authorities. 


Clay Roofing Tiles 


On February 18, Mayor Hicks-BeEAcu 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
would investigate all possible steps to ex- 
pand the production of clay roofing tiles to 
assist the housing programme. 

Mr. EccLeEs said that his present informa- 
tion was that supplies of roofing materials 
were adequate. He was in touch with the 
Clay Federation, and would discuss with 
them ways of expanding production of clay 
tiles if the need arose. 


The Planning Acts 


Lt.-Cpr. CLARK HUTCHISON on January 29 
asked the Secretary of State for Scotland 
when he intended to introduce legislation to 
amend the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act, 1947. 

MR. StTuaRT said that the Government were 
considering whether the Town and Country 
Planning Acts should be amended, but the 
subject was a complicated one which pre- 
sented no quick solution. Legislation was 
unlikely this Session. 


System of School Construction 


An illustrated publication on construction 
for schools has been issued by Hills (West 
Bromwich), Ltd., Albion-road, West Brom- 
wich. The system first appeared in 1946 
and, since then, some 250 schools have been 
built incorporating this method. A range 
of components for building steel-framed 
schools with steel windows and doors, 
including concrete roof, floor and wall slabs, 
is manufactured by the company for its 
system of construction. 
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LIVERPOOL SLUM CLEARANCE 

Details of Two-Year Programme 
[N order to build 500 new dwellings in th. 
central areas of the city in 1953, j 
will be necessary to clear slums and ty 
rehouse 1,000 families from these areas 
according to a report of the Liverpogj 
Housing Committee which was submitted tp 
the City Council recently. 

Each dwelling in the central area has ay 
average of one and one-third families. Th 
rehousing of 1,000 families would, therefore 
only clear approximately 750 dwellings fo 
demolition, but the clearance of 750 dwell. 
ings would not mean that the same number 
of dwellings could be built on the cleareg 
sites. It is estimated that only an average 
of 500 dwellings could be built on such 
sites, even with the lifting of the present 
restriction on height of flats. 

If the clearance of 1,000 families is to te 
completed by the end of 1952 so that the 
building of 500 new dwellings in the central 
areas can commence in 1953, it is necessary 
to rehouse the displaced families. The 
problem is where to put them and how to 


put them in such a way as to minimis 


competition with ordinary applicants. 

Fortunately, there is at present a reser- 
voir of 540 dwellings already at some stage 
of construction which would be available 
for the reception of slum clearance families, 
provided the present proposals were intro- 
duced at once. These dwellings will be 
completed gradually during 1952 and, jf 
present progress is maintained, the bulk of 
them would be available for letting by the 
end of this year. If 500 of these dwellings 
were ready for tenanting before the end of 
1952 and 90 per cent. were reserved for 
slum clearance families, 450 such families 
could be found accommodation. 

If a similiar clearance is taken for 1953, 
calculations show that with the rate at which 
further development schemes start in 198), 
and are likely to be completed, only some 
400 new dwellings will become available in 
1953 for the reception of slum clearance 
families, instead of 450 as for 1952. This 
would mean that the number of families to 
be rehoused in suburban areas during 1953 
would have to be increased from 300 to 350, 
making a total of 650 dwellings in 1952-53 
in the suburban areas which would have.to 
be reserved for families cleared from the 
central areas. 

Thus, over a two-year period, of the 3,800 
estimated total of new dwellings and re-lets 
in the suburban areas, priority to the extent 
of 650 dwellings would be involved under 
the proposed arrangement. 


MINISTRY REJECTS TENDER 
Request for Cut Criticised — 

FOLLOWING REQUESTS for drastic cuts In 4 
tender for the building of 54 houses, Bar 
mouth Housing Committee is asking the 
Welsh office of the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government to send an architect 0 
meet the committee. 

It is reported that the Ministry asked that 
the lowest tender received should be reduced 
by £14,474 and Mr. E. I. Price, surveyor, said 
the reductions were unreasonable and they 
would have to cut out all the outbuilding 
from the scheme. Even then, he added, they 
would require a further reduction of £7,000. 

“We are being asked by the Ministry © 
build rabbit hutches for the people to liv 
in,” said Councillor T. W. O’Marah, who 
said no contractor could carry out the W 
at the price. Major Lewis Williams declared 
that houses built at the Ministry price would 
be mere matchboxes. 
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days of shortage. 


have been removed 





LIFTING TRAM RAILS 


( UR illustration shows the machine for lifting tram rails that 

has been developed by George Cohen, Sons and Co., Ltd. 
The machine has already shown itself capable of lifting more than 
half a mile of rail a day, and it is believed that this rate can be 
increased as operators gain experience. 


There are many tens of thousands of tons of disused tram-rails 
embedded in roadways all over the country, the total for London, 
it is estimated, being some 60,000 tons. Such rails weigh about 
100 Ib. per yard and, cut to furnace sizes, make first-class heavy 
scrap of the kind which the steel industry chiefly needs in these 


The expense of up-lifting the rails from the roadways by manual 
labour is nowadays so expensive as to be wellnigh prohibitive, 
but, with the aid of this machine, it is ‘claimed, the overall cost 
can be enormously reduced. 


The manufacturer’s point out, however, that to get full value 
from the machines the re-surfacing of the road after the tram lines 


must keep pace with the speed of advance, 


and a means must be found of ensuring that this is done if scrap 
deliveries to the steel works are not to be delayed. 





PLYWOOD 


A Healthy Stock Position 
Frem a Correspondent 


THE opening weeks of 1952 have been 
momentous for the plywood trade. 
They have been marked by a series of de- 
restrictions which indicate that a healthy 
stock position prevails. The latest relaxa- 
tion, announced last week, is of direct 
interest to the consumer. The Minister of 
Materials has issued an open general 
licence dated January 31, which has the 
effect of freeing from acquisition licence and 
consumption licence the following grades of 
Finnish and Russian plywood—A, A/B, 
A/BB, A/WG, B/WG, and BJ/WG. All 
other grades continue to be subject to 
acquisition and consumption licences. 

This move has been welcomed in the ply- 
wood trade because it is hoped that it might 
lead to further easements in consumer 
licensing. It will also mean that the grades 
mentioned above will now be able to move 
into consumption much more freely. 

The recent amendments to the prices of 
Swedish pine plywood whereby “ interior 
gade” is now available to the plywood 
importer at a price which allows a margin 
of profit at the controlled re-selling price 
has meant a re-awakening of interest in the 
Swedish pine plywood market. Hitherto 
and for some time past, shippers’ prices 
have placed this material beyond the reach 
of the United Kingdom market. 

The main topic of interest in the softwood 
section of the trade continues to be the 
isue by Timber Control of a new price 
schedule for Pacific Coast and Yugoslavian 
softwoods, to which reference was made in 
these notes last week. There continues to be 
agood deal of opposition from the trade to 
the increases in prices shown in_ the 
schedule, importers taking the view that the 
iereases are unjustified and inopportune. 

In the hardwood section it is reported that 
shippers’ prices for the cheaper grades of 
West African hardwoods, many of which are 
ued in building construction work as sub- 
stitutes for softwood, have hardened. 
Shippers have also curtailed their produc- 
tion schedules consequent upon recent lack 
of forward business by U.K. importers. 





Painting Asbestos Cement 


Building Research Station Digest No. 38, 
Painting Asbestos Cement, has been issued 
by the Building Research Station, Garston, 
Watford, Herts, price 3d. 


THE USE OF LAND 
Survey Commission Advocated 


‘“* THE SMALLER BUILDERS, indeed the whole 
building industry, are looking forward to a 
pronouncement from the Government in 
regard to the use of land,” said Mr. E. 
CLosE, member of the Yorkshire region of 
the Federation of Master Builders, at Ripon, 
on February 8. 

“At the moment land development is 
being held back by those clauses of the Town 
and Country Planning Act which levy a 
punitive development charge. In order to 
get ahead with our housing programme this 
Act must be amended. I am in favour of 
a commission being set up to survey all 
vacant land in this country and to decide 
whether it is-efor building or for agricultural 
purposes. Land is an essential raw material 
for housing and the boundaries of this small 
island of ours cannot be expanded. We 
must ensure that the best possible use is 
made of every acre of our British soil.” 











LOOK FOR THESE POINTS IN 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 





\ YOTE the bearing lubrication nipples in 
IN this Kingway door hanger; the ease of 
vertical and lateral adjustment; the flat wheel 
treads which spread the load at the wearing 
surface. Features oa 
these make KING slid- 

ing door gear a first- KI NG a 
class engineering job. 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLETS 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 


STEEL HOUSES 


Survey of Corrosion 


“* THE Corrosion of Steel in Steel Houses,” 
published by H.M.S.O. for D.S.LR. (by post 
Is. 10$d.) is a report by the Building Re- 
search Station of a limited survey of steel 
framed houses built between 1920 and 1927. 
The survey was undertaken to obtain in- 
formation on the efficiency of the protective 
coatings applied to the houses when they 
were erected. The swork was carried out 
jointly by the Building Research Station, 
the Chemical Research Laboratory, the Re- 
search Association of British Paint, Colour 
and Varnish Manufacturers and the Chief 
Scientific Adviser’s Division of the Ministry 
of Works. Some sixty houses of eight 
different types of construction were examined 
in various parts of the country. The steel- 
work in many of the houses had received no 
maintenance (apart from the painting of 
exposed surfaces) since their erection. 

The investigation covered the study of 
details of design likely to permit the pene- 
tration of moisture, the effectiveness of pro- 
tective coverings, the effect of mechanical 
damage, the extent of atmospheric pollution 
and other possible causes of corrosion. The 
report concludes that two coats of paint will 
provide adequate protection in wall cavities 
unless faults of design permit rain to pene- 
trate into the cavities. Little condensation 
was found in cavities but in buildings with 
internal linings of high thermal resistance 
special care should be taken in protecting 
steelwork. ; 

Faults in design leading to corrosion in- 
cluded:—steel stanchions erected in contact 
with wet clinker concrete without previous 
protection of the metal, and the omission of 
watertight jointing between’ sheets of 
cladding. The report emphasises the import- 
ance of watertight window frames, regular 
painting and the avoidance of water traps 
at the base of the cladding. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. L. R. TRUELOVE, manager of the London depot of 
the Ibstock Brick and Tile Co., Ltd., has been appointed 
honorary team manager to the Amateur Athletic Associa- 
tion. He succeeds Mr. J. Crump and was organiser for 
the Southern Senior championships in 1949, 

CHAMBERLAIN INDUSTRIES, LTD., industrial building 
contractors and general engineers, Staffa-road, Leyton, 
E.10, have appointed Mr. L, B. Smith, as man.ger of 
their building division. 

Mr. A. BuRTON-STIBBON, M.1.Mun.E., F.1A.S-, 
F.1.Arb., has undertaken editorship of ‘‘The Archi- 
tectural Index” and will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues at 156, Camden High-street, N.W.1. 
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WAGES ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Demolition Industry 


UNDER the Working Rule Agreement the 
basic rates for all,operatives in the demoli- 
tion industry follow the labourers’ rates for 
the building industry, and in view of the 
alteration in labourers’ rates that has re- 
cently been agreed in the building industry, 
it has been agreed that in England and 
Wales the basic rates for all operatives 
(other than building craftsmen) in the demo- 
lition industry shall, as from and including 
February 4 last, be as follows:— 

Grade A districts, 2s. 11d.; grade Al dis- 
tricts, 2s. 104d.; grade A2 districts, 2s. 10d.; 
grade A3 districts, 2s. 9$d. 

London district: Within 12 miles radius, 
3s. Ofd.; from 12-15 miles radius, 3s.; Liver- 
pool (Mersey and District), 3s. 03d. 


Ballast and Sand Industry 


By AGREEMENT of the National Joint Coun- 
cil for the Ballast and Sand Industry on 
January 23 last, two additions were made to 
the Wages Agreement. 

A paragraph is to be added to Clause 13 
(Holidays) to the effect that all employees 
with 12 continuous months’ service prior to 
March. 31 in any year with the same em- 
ployer shall be entitled to an additional six 
days’ holiday per annum, subject to certain 
provisos. 

On the Schedule of Differentials, the 
following categories are to be added to 
Clause 7 (4) with immediate effect:— 

Drivers of tractors fitted with bulldozer 
or scraper equipment, plus 2d. to Sd. per 
hour (according to experience); drivers of 
“ Buclid” 15-ton rear dump vehicles, plus 
2d. to 5d. per hour (according to experience). 

Further details can be obtained on appli- 
cation to the Employers’ Secretary, National 
Joint Council for the Ballast and Sand In- 
dustry, 48, Park-street, London, W.1. (Tel.: 
Grosvenor 8967.) 


MASTER PLASTERERS 


Mr. C. W. Pool Elected President of 
London Association 


At THE annual meeting of the London 
Master Plasterers Association, Mr. C. W. 
Pool, Director of Pool’s Granolithic and 
Plastering Co., Ltd., was elected President. 

In his ‘inaugural address Mr. Poor said 
that the year ahead was an important one. 
Affiliation with the L.M.B.A., which became 
effective on January 1, had long been a 
matter of controversy among their members. 
But now it was completed, and they must 
turn vigorously to the many domestic issues 
appertaining to their craft. He therefore 
appealed for the support of all, especially 
to the younger members of Council to merit 
the confidence reposed in them. 

The Association was now in its 54th 
year, and whilst it still retained its identity, 
it became by virtue of its affiliation to the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, part of the London Region of 
that body. This would enable them to 
express their views on all questions affecting 
the interests of their craft at a higher level 
than before, while their financial position 
would be improved from the centralisation 
of administration through the L.M.B.A. 

“1 think we may truthfully say,” said 
Mr. Pool, “that at this moment we are on 
the threshold of a new stage in our affairs. 
As we prepare to go forward, let us resolve 
to go forward together, and in this way earn 
the respect due to us as a craft.” 
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FACTORY BUILDING AT HULL 
£10m. of New Work Licensed Since: War 


(HE main activity in the building and 

constructional field at Hult in 1951 
has been the re-habilitation of damaged 
factory premises—a task that has now been 
merged into the work of extension and im- 
provement of working conditions—and the 
building of new factories in the industrial 
areas to accommodate firms previously 
located in non-industrial areas, states the 
Hull Development Committee, in reviewing 
the past year. 

The resumption of building for new firms 
and for entirely new industries, thus carry- 
ing on the pre-war efforts to increase the 
extent and variety of industry within the 
City, is referred to. Many important. under- 
takings are being rebuilt or ektended, in- 
cluding the two great flour mills which were 
Jost during the war, the belting and trans- 
mission gear works which were a total loss 
are now in production again in new and ex- 
tended premises, the radiator works and 
pottery works have greatly extended 
their facilities, and a new factory is being 
built for manufacturing surgical dressings. 

“The chemical works at Saltend, based on 
the production of. industrial alcohol from 
molasses had a programme of building 
valued at £2,000,000, and the old-established 
works producing household requisities is 
again coming into full production in new 
buildings. Several of the paint firms which 
were very hard hit during the war have now 
accomplished a considerable degree of re- 
building,” the report observes. The value 
of buildings licensed for industry since the 
end of the war now amounts to about £10m. 
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FIRE-RESISTING CONSTRUCTION 
L.C.C, Proposes New Bye-laws 


Tue London County Council gives notice, 
in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Lop- 
don Building (Amendment) Act, 1935, 
that it proposes, not less than two months 
from present date, to make bye-laws under 
the County of London Building Bye-Laws 
and London Building Acts, 1930-1939, with 
respect to the fire-resisting construction of 
buildings and the construction of hearths jp 
and before fireplace openings and matters 
connected with or ancillary to those matters, 
which bye-laws are intended to be in substitu. 
tion for bye-laws 9.02, 9.03, 9.07, 9.09, 10,09 
and Schedule VII of the London Building 
(Constructional) Bye-laws, 1951, in respect 
of which notice, in pusuance of Section 8(a} 
aforesaid, was published on August 31, 195]. 


Any authority, body or persons desirous 
of objecting to any proposed bye-law may 
do so within six weeks after the publication 
of this notice by a letter addressed to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1, setting out the 
grounds on which objection is made. 

Copies of the proposed bye-laws are 
deposited at the County Hall, Westminster 
Bridge, S.E.1, and are open to public inspec- 
tion, without payment, on any week-day dur- 
ing the usual office hours. 

Copies may also be purchased, price 74d, 
post free, from Staples Press, Ltd., Staples 
House, Maandeville-place, W.1. 


FIRE ENDURANCE TESTS 
A National Building Study 


INFORMATION of use to all concerned with 
the design of buildings is contained in 
National Building Studies Bulletin No. 13, 
“Fire Endurance of Timber Beams and 
Floors,” recently published for. the D.S.LR. 
by H.M.S.O., price 1s. 

The traditional timber joist floor with a 
lath and plaster ceiling has a fire resistance 
of about 30 minutes when tested, according 


to B.S. 476. The need for economy in the ' 


use of timber has led to the design of lighter 
sections and it is important to know how 
this will affect their first resistance. 

The bulletin summarises the results of a 
series of fire tests on timber beams and a 
formula is developed by means of which the 
time taken for a beam to collapse may be 
estimated from its dimensions and the super- 
imposed load. The analysis is extended to 
predict the time of collapse of floors sup- 
ported on timber beams. 


SKELMERSDALE NEW TOWN 
Provisional Agreement on Site 


THE SITE for the new town of Skelmers- 
dale, in Lancashire, was agreed upon pfo- 
visionally by the county planning committee 
at Preston on February 8, and consultations 
will be held shortly with local authorities 
and other interested parties before pit 
liminary plans are put before the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government. 


The site embraces almost the whole of 
the Skelmersdale urban district, part of 
Upholland urban district, a small part of 
Ormskirk urban district and part of the 
parish of Dalton, and is divided by the 
valley of the River Tawd. The site is served 
by existing road and rail communications, 
and has convenient access to Lancashife 
industrial areas. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Charges for Dayworks 


The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion, in collaboration with the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, have published Schedules of 
Charges and Hire Rates for Dayworks, pre- 
pared for general application, but for parti- 
wlar use with the National Schedules of 
Daywork Charges issued by the N.F.B.T.E. 
and the R.ILC.S. Copies of the schedules 
are available on application to the L.M.B.A., 
47, Bedtord-square, W.C.1, price (1s. 


Purchase Order Approved 


Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, has approved an order 
for the compulsory purchase by Hemel 
Hempstead Development Corporation of 
land in the western neighbourhood of the 
town. At a public inquiry on October 30 
Hemel Hempstead council was the principal 
opponent to the order, claiming that it was 
premature. There are several slight modifi- 
cations to the original order, mainly concern- 
ing roads. 


Oxford Development Plan 


The general purposes committee of 
Oxford City Council has instructed the plan- 
ning committee to make provision in the 
Oxford development plan, which is now 
being prepared, for an “inner relief road 
to the south of High Street.” It is proposed 
that the road should start at the Plain, cross 
Christ Church Meadow, south of the Broad 
Walk, and St. Aldate’s, and go through St. 
Ebbe’s to Oxford railway station. The 
committee’s instruction will be debated at 
next Monday’s meeting of the council. 


§t. Dunstan’s Report 


The excellent photographs, mainly taken 
ty Jane Bown, which show how successfully 
s many blind people are able to overcome 
their affliction, form an interesting part 
of the 36th annual report of St. Dunstan’s 
for the year ended March, 1951. Sir Ian 


‘Fraser, chairman of the Executive Council, 


in his foreword to “‘ Seeing Hands,” the title 
of the report, describes the steps which 
%. Dunstan’s takes to encourage and teach 
ismembers. Many have not only to find a 
new job but also to discover a new outlook 
m life. Each page sets out, in a striking 
and realistic manner, the practical accom- 
jlishments arising from so much human 
fort and will-power. 


Damp-Proof Courses 


“Damp-Proof Courses,” No. 23 in the 
Ministry of Works series of advisory leaflets 
ksigned to meet the needs of the small 
builder, clerk of works, foreman or crafts- 
man, explains in simple language the func- 
tions of damp-proof courses, where and why 
hey are needed, what materials to use and 

to lay them. Diagrams show damp- 
woof courses in cavity walls, over door and 
window openings, under window cills and 
M parapets. The provision of a damp-proof 
hyer on the surface of a solid ground floor. 
as a “sandwich” between thicknesses of 
concrete, is explained. The leaflet contains 
tes on the types of d.p.c. material in com- 
mon use and the precautions to be taken 
0 ebtain satisfactory results. 
Copies of Leaflet. No. 23 and of previous 
already published are obtainable 
fom H.M. Stationery Office (post orders to 
®0. Box No. 569, London, S.E.1) or through 
sellers, price 3d. each. Special rates are 
wailable for quantities. 
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Applications for Building Licences 


A total of 31 applications for building 
licences were sponsored during November 
last, 19 cases were rejected or deferred 
during that period, and seven cases with- 
drawn or transferred to other departments, 
according to a statement made at a recent 
meeting of the East and West Ridings 
Regional Board for Industry. 


Builders and General Foremen 


The first annual meeting of the Southern 
Counties Committee of Builders and General 
Foremen and Clerks of Works was held on 
February 1, when Mr. G. W. Smith was 
elected chairman and Mr. H. H. Shears, 
Southern Counties Federation President, 
vice-chairman. 


Plumbing Apprentices’ Reunion 


Mr. H. G. Dowling, F.R.S.A., presented 
the challenge cup and prizes at the London 
plumbing apprentices’ reunion, held under 
the auspices of the Plumbing Trades’ 
Central Apprenticeship Council for London, 
held at the Hammersmith School of Build- 
ing and Arts and Crafts in December. In 
making the presentation, Mr. Dowling said 
he felt that the Apprenticeship Council was 
doing a fine job in training the craftsmen 
of to-morrow. The following apprentices, 
whose aggregate of 2794 marks had suc- 
ceeded in winning the cup for Matthew Hall 
and Co., Ltd., for the year 1951-52, re- 
ceived the Cup on behalf of the firm: R. 
Slawson, N. Yard, J. A. Chaplin and D. A. 
Blundell. Mr. Dowling then presented the 
following prizes to the winners of the 1951 
annual examination: £5, J. A. Crisp, Grade 
1, Ist prize (R. J. Audrey, Ltd.), 71 per cent.; 
£3, L. Perry, Grade 1, 2nd prize (R. J. 
Audrey, Ltd.), 70 per cent.; £1, J. A. Chaplin, 
Grade 1, 3rd prize (Matthew Hall and Co., 
Ltd.), 69 per cent.; £3, R. Slawson, Grade 2, 
Ist prize (Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.), 72 
per cent.; £2, N. Yard, Grade 2, 2nd prize 
(Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.), 694 per 
cent.; £1, D. A. Blundell, Grade 2, 3rd prize 
(Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd.), 69 per cent. 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new I1th edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
*...this has become a standard volume 
covering in a concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.’’—The Engineer. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700 pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery 
of his subject... but even more on his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.” 
—The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Auaiey Street, London, W.1 











TRADE NEWS 
Flat Wall Finishes 


A colour card of flat wall finishes, includ- 
ing Hall’s Distemper, has been produced by 
Sissons Brothers and Co., Ltd., 130, Garratt- 
lane, S.W.18. 


Change of Address 


The removal of Bingley, Son and Follit, 
Ltd., Millbank Works, N.W.10, to Minerva- 
road, North Acton, N.W.10, as from 
January 1 last, coincides with the firm’s 
112th anniversary. 


Rubber Floor Tiles 


In co-operation with the British Colour 
Council, Semtex, Ltd., Hastings House, 10, 
Norfolk-street, W.C.2, have produced the 
Vinyl floor tile in a new range of colours. 
The tiles can be laid over wooden sub- 
floors, free of building licence. 


New Bar Cropping Machine 
A new addition to the Besco range of bar 


‘cropping machines, Model BsIF, has been 


introduced by F. J. Edwards, Ltd., 359-361, 
Euston-road, N.W.1. It is powerfully built; 
the main frame is fabricated of welded steel 
plate, with an angle flange and plate for 
bolting down. The strength of construction 
and shear pin-device, fitted to protect the 
mechanism from overload, is claimed to 
make the machine virtually unbreakable. 


Protection for Concrete, Masonry, etc. 


A new product which is said to give water- 
proof, acid-proof and alkali-proof protection 
for concrete and masonry, etc., has been 
developed by Corrosion, Ltd. It is claimed 
that Glocrete Facing, as it is called, is abso- 
lutely and permanently waterproof, but, at 
the same time, has good water vapour trans- 
mission, thus allowing structures to 
“breathe.” It can be applied by unskilled 
labour by means of brushing, spraying or 
rolling, and is said to dry rapidly. 


An Information Book 


In response to many requests from the 
professions and builders, as well as teachers 
in technical schools, Concrete, Ltd., 16, 
Northumberland-avenue, W.C.2, have pub- 
lished a second volume of their Bison 
Information Book. The necessity for a 
reprint has given the company the oppor- 
tunity of bringing the book up to date, and 
it contains much useful information. The 
book is distributed free to those genuinely 
concerned. 


4 
RECONDITIONING OLD HOUSES 
Council to Seek Relaxation of Standards 


Aled Rural District Council is to submit 
to the Denbighshire County Council Housing 
Committee a scheme for the proposed re- 
conditioning of old houses in the area. 

The council’s sanitary inspector has pre- 
pared the scheme, which advocates certain 
relaxations of the standards which are laid 
down by the Welsh office under the Housing 
Act of 1949. 

It is emphasised that the reduction in the 
standards would only apply to houses such 
as isolated cottages in remote areas, which 
are the type of dwelling that could not be 
replaced by council houses. 

The standards laid down by the provisions 
of the Housing Act of 1949, it was submitted, 
were impracticable in such rural areas. 
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Glasgow Cathedral 


A® appeal has been launched for £25,000 
to embark upon a scheme of restora- 
tion and adornment of Glasgow Cathedral, 
which is considered one of the finest 
examples of Gothic architecture in Europe. 
Among the principal aims of the scheme 
will be to complete the replacement of win- 
dows in the choir, to instal new windows in 
the transepts, and to dedicate windows as war 
memorials to the fallen of both world wars. 

Launching the appeal, Lorp BILSLAND, 
chairman of the committee formed by the 
Cathedral Society to formulate and carry out 
the proposals, said the purpose of the scheme, 
on which the Society had been engaged for a 
number of years, was to make the cathedral 
in all respects worthy of its great history as 
the only cathedral church on the mainland 
of Scotland in which worship had been car- 
ried on continuously for almost 800 years. 

The scheme had been prepared with the 
greatest care and the full and active co- 
operation of the Ancient Monuments Board 
and the Ministry of Works, and the Society 
had been guided by Professor A. E. Richard- 
son, R.A., Professor of Architecture of the 
Royal Academy, their leading consultant. 

Lord Bilsland outlined the principal aims 
of the scheme as follows:— 

(1) The replacement of the Munich glass 
windows in the choir and the north and south 
transepts, the great west window, and the 
windows which flanked it; (2) the dedication 
of the windows in the north and south tran- 
septs as war memorials to the fallen of both 
wars; (3) the reseating of the church to pro- 
vide better spacing and comfort and the re- 
moval of the varnish which destroyed the 
appearance of the Loch Lomondside oak, of 
which the seating ‘was constructed. The old 
material would be remodelled and used; (4) 
the improvement of the lighting and heating: 
(5) the lightening of the fabric. 

Acting on the advice of Professor Richard- 
son and others, they had formed a-panel of 
outstanding artists in stained glass, who were 
commissioned to submit and ‘carry out de- 
signs for the windows to be replaced. Not- 
withstanding the generous gifts offered to the 
Cathedral in new windows and otherwise, 
added Lord Bilsland, to complete the scheme 
would cost £25,000. 

Mr. STEwarT H. CRuDEN, on behalf of the 
Ancient Monuments Board, said they be- 
lieved that when the scheme was complete 
Glasgow Cathedral would have the finest 
collection of contemporary stained glass work 
in Britain. 


Gift of Original Drawings 


THE GIFT of a large collection of original 
architects’ working drawings has been made 
to the Scottish Council of the National 
Building Records by Miss Browne, of Lon- 
don. Among the many interesting drawings 
added to the Scottish records are plans of 
buildings now demolished, including 
Watson’s Hospital, Sir William Forbes’ 
Bank, the Edinburgh Academy, and draw- 
ings for the reconstruction of St. Giles’ 
Cathedral. 

Sir Frank Mears, commenting on the in- 
terest of this gift at a meeting of ‘the 
Scottish Council, suggested that buried and 
forgotten in the storerooms of, firms and 
architects in various Scottish cities and towns 
were probably numerous similar working 
drawings that the owners might be only too 
pleased to deposit among those preserved 
in the national collection. 

Among records purchased were a number 
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of interesting contemporary late seventeenth 
century or early eighteenth century arch- 
tects’ drawings of Thirlestane Castel and an 
eighteenth century plan for Melville House 
by James Smith, pupil of Sir W. Bruce. 


Edinburgh’s Royal Mile 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE with Edinburgh's 
Royal Mile? Mr. RoBert Hurp, Edinburgh 
architect, who has been commissioned by 
the city to plan the new Canongate schemes 
in the area, believes it should become a resi- 
dential area once more, and that buildings 
of 20th-century design and _ construction 
should be erected in the gaps where old 
property has been pulled down. 

Speaking at a meeting of the Edinburgh 
branch of the Saltire Society, Mr. Hurd said 
that they must preserve the essential rhythm 
of the street frontage, but they must not be 
afraid of innovations. Controversy could 
be expected to reach a very high climax over 
what was to be done with the large gaps 
torn in the Royal Mile, but a number of 
architects were very much opposed to repro- 
ductions. If they permitted reproductions to 
be erected in the Canongate they would do 
a ‘grave disservice to the Scottish tradition, 
which was a living tradition. He was 
suggesting that in this reconstruction they 
should use stone and they were being given 
every encouragement. 

' The Royal Mile should not be just pre- 
served for cultural development, and in this 
respect he was critical of the McRae report 
which provided too many buildings for 
culture and too few for housing. ‘ There’s 
a limit to the amount of ‘culture you can 
house in the Old Town,” he remarked. 

He felt that the old town should once 
more become a residential area. There was a 
definite urge among people to live once more 
in towns. They were tired of the sanitary 
isolation of Craigmillar and Niddrie, two of 
Edinburgh’s outlying housing schemes. The 
replanning of the old town in the right way 
might bring alive something quite’ remark- 
able, but they must treat it as a living unit. 
“We do not want it to be a museum, which 
is empty at night,” he said. 

The repopulation of the old town should 
be drawn from all classes. This would be 
far more in the tradition of the Royal Mile 
than having a one-class population. If 
houses were made available to people of all 
classes they would find a mixture of people 
in the Royal Mile to give it the vitality it 
required. To use the Royal Mile for hous- 
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ing would also save the use of agricultural 
land for housing schemes on the outskirts of 
the city. 


New S.S.H.A. Chairman 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
announces that Sir Ronald Thomson of 
Kaimes, West Linton, has been appointed 
chairman of the Scottish Special Housing 
Association in succession to Mr. A, G 
McBain, C.A., who demitted office as chair. 
man at the end of last year. 

Sir Ronald Thomson, who is Vice-Lieutep- 
ant of Peebles County, has been a member 
of the County Council for nearly 30 years, 
and since 1932 has been Convener of the 
Council. He was for two years president of 
the Association of County Councils in Scot. 
land. 


Furniture Design 


THE FACT that designs ‘were changing did 
not mean that workmanship was deteriora- 
ting, said Mr. T. P. MCDONALD, Q.C., speak- 
ing at the annual dinner of the Edinburgh 
and South-East Scotland Master Cabinet- 
makers’ Association. As one looked into the 
past one could see that design had changed 
with the social and economic conditions of 
the time, and there could be little doubt that 
these influences were still at work today. 

The- 20th century in retrospect would 
appear as the age when the leaders of the 
furnishing trade did their best in difficult 
circumstances, and in which the traditions 
of quality had been maintained. 

The association, he said, was the guardian 
of a great tradition which had been handed 
down from the past; the guardian, not only 
of fine, useful and beautiful furnishings, but 
of craftsmanship and good workmanship. 

Mr. D. MAITLAND GARDNER, president 
of the Scottish House Furnishers’ Federa- 
tion, said that a great deal of harm was being 
caused the trade by the fantastically high 
transport charges which were levied by the 
State-controlled haulage industry. “Today 
is a buyer’s market,” he said.” “Gone is 
the day when we need not worry about what 
our competitors are doing, or the prices at 
which they are selling their goods to the 
public.” 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Clydebank.—The Department of Health for 
Scotland has sanctioned the building of a demon- 
stration block of multi-storey flats at Mountblow 
in the Dalmuir district of Clydebank. 

Cullen.—Banffshire C.C. are to have plans pre 
pared for a new pubtic school, the architect being 
William R. Wark (A.), County-chbrs., Culen. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in the hands of their ow 
staff of architects for new buildings and a- 
tions, etc., which the’ Scottish Tar Distillers, Ltd., 
Falkirk, are to carry out at Maryhill. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the conversion 
of the granary at Waddle-st. into a new, Bond 
warehouse for the Scottish Grain Distilling Co. 
Ltd., Adelphia-st.,. for which the architects are 
Yates, Cook & Darbyshire, 45, Great Marlborough- 
‘&t., London, W.1. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the erection of new 
commercial buildings and other works at Robert 
st. by A. D. Walker & Co., Ltd., 60, Robertst., 
Glasgow, from plans by their own architects. ! 

Leven.—T.C. to build six shops and four flatted 
houses in one block at Mountfleurie site. 

Paisley.—Corporation propose erection: of shop 
ping centre at Hunterhill, comprising eight shops 
and four houses. , 

St. Boswells.—Roxburghshire C.C. to have La 
prepared for new scheme of 12 houses. for_whicl 
the architect is Henry W. MacDonald (L.), County: 


chbrs., St. Boswells. 

Stirling.—Stirlingshire C.C. is to have plans mS 
pared for two new county kitchens which are ad 
erected at Alloa-rd. The architect is A. J. Smi 


(A.), Old Infirmary-bldgs., Spittal-st., Stirling. 
Strathavon.—Lanarkshire €.C. to have plans pre 

pared for a scheme of 52 houses, for wait ee 

architect is Samuel MacColl (A.), County M 


Beckford-st., Hamilton. 
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February 15 1952 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public 
be found in the 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications ; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


c Appointments open will 
Advertisement pages of this and 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 21. 
*tDenbighshire E.C.—Canteen kitchen and dining- 


room at Llanrwst Grammar sch. G. D. Wiles. 
County A., Grove Park, Wrexham. Dep. £5. 
Tenders by March 5. . 

“Surrey C.C.—Adaptation works at Kingswood 
Court, Kingswood. County A., Kingston. 

FEBRUARY 23. 

tNorthampton T.C.—39 flats at King’s Heath. 
oa A: A., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
are 


SWallingtord B.C.—20 
estate. C. R. 


houses at 
Lawless, B.S. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
*tHornsey B.C.—10 shops and 18 flats at Park-rd., 
oo G. A. Pentecost, B.E. & S Tenders by 
ar 


sisiddtesbrough C.B.—Sec. sch. at Ormesby-rd. 
Director of Education, Woodlands-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 
een U.D.C.—18 houses, etc., Franecis’s Land. 
¢ Ball & Ptnrs., quantity surveyors, Dilke 


Sinodun-rd. 


ay Malet-st., Beer 1. Dep. £3 3s. 
Riles 8.0.0 Bikt boon, 
ing —Eigh houses at Northcot 
Brancaster-rd. G. E., Gibson, housing officer. 


Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
Market Rasen U.D.C.—Erection of terraced-type 
houses at Churchil!-ave., Wold View estate. — C. 
Warren Nei}, Stonebow, Lincoln. 
Newmarket R.D.C.—12 bungalows at Brewhouse- 
la, Soham. G. Clayton Smith, Council Offices, 
Park-la. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Smethwick C.B.—202 houses, Perry Hill. B.E. 
&58. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Apri! 5. 
Deal B.0.—s0 houses at North D 
houses a or eal housing s 

BE &8. Dep. £2 2s ~ 
Wells ge t+. of a reinforced and 
prestressed concrete water tower of 125,000 gals. 
capacity, together with ancil!ary work. Sandford, 


Fawcett & Partners, consultant engineers, 53, 
Victoria-st., a S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 
EBRUARY 29. 


*tChigweil U.D. Ona bungalows and 10 houses 
at North Loughton. White & Mileson, architects, 
Old Station-rd., poe. 

‘Feltham U.D.C.—25 dwel! ings, Grove Nursery 
and Swan-rd., Hanworth. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Great Torrington T.C.—Ten houses at Town Park 
site. Oliver and Dyer, architects, Queen Anne’s- 
ehbrs., Barnstaple. 


tMaidstone R.D.C.—42 houses at four sites. E. & 
8. Dep. £2 2s. (each site). 
tMalden and Coombe B.C.—Two flats, 86-88, 


Albermarle- -gdns. B.E. 
Newcastle Regional Hospita? Board.—Additional 
accommodation at Prudhoe and Monkton Hospital. 
E. B. Jenkins, on to the Bd., Dunira, Osborne- 
td., Newcastle, 2. 
Paddington B.C.—26 flats, St. Philip’s-pl., W.2. 
aon Bentley, T.C Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
*Ploughley R.D.C.—Erection of six houses and 
two bungalows at Finmere. F. E. Openshaw (A.), 
Oxford Allied Architects, 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. 
*Plough' ley _ R.D.C.— Erection of six houses at 
Ardley. F. ‘p. Openshaw (A.), Oxford Allied Archi- 
tects, 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2. 
*Reigate B.C.—Six. ‘maisonettes at The Crossw ay, 
Merstham. B.E. & S Dep. £2 2s. 
paewkesbury T.C. "0 houses at Priors Park estate. 
emberton and ry ae architects, 21, Vine-st., 
Evesham. Dep. : 
7 GARON 1. 

R.D.C.—Nine houses at Hawes. James 


Aysgart 
Hartley ry ery architects, Swadford-chbrs., Skipton. 


Clare R.D.C.—Ten houses at four sites. E. & S 
Sonehall “7. £2 2s. (each scheme). ae i 
yh U.D.C.—Eight -bungalows at Mill-st. 


Macclesfield R.D.C. —Construction of reinforced 
Gauctete reservoir, etc., at Pott Shrigley. E. & S., 
Muncil Offices, wing Eawardst. Dep. £3 3s. 
Rothwell U.D.c.— flats at Lawrence Villa 


ape Woodlestord. "ataiiat Civic-bldgs. Dep. 
ARCH 3. 

paannock R.C oa houses at Primrose Park. site, 

en piige. . £3: > Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

saere Laer ‘ ag Py 4 at Liberty-la., 

wt ugh U.D.C.—4) houses at Foxla. 

.) age estate. I. C. Jenkins, B.Sc., E. 


THE BUILDER 


Godle R.D.C.—16 houses at Rawcliffe. J. F. 
Chambers, architect, National Bank-chbrs., Booth- 
ferry-rd. Dep. £2 2 

Nuneaton Fen 2 “flats at Mount-st. Boro’ S., 
Council-hse. Dep. £2 2s. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis B.C. — Two 
houses, junction of Camp-rd. and Lea-rd. B.E. & 8. 


6, Pulteney‘bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Wokingham R.D.C.—26 houses at Victoria-rd., 


Wargrave. Eric G. V. Hines (L.), 3, Cork-st., Read- 
ing. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 4. 
“Aylesbury ig houses on three sites. R.C. 
White (F.) Temple-sq. Dep. £2 2s. (each). 
*East Riding c.c. —_ xtension, Pocklington county 
prim. sch. County A Beverley. Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 5. 


Banbury R.D.C.—Six houses and four bungalows 
at Drayton. Orrell H. Nuttall, architect, 46a, High- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 7. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—Alteratiops and additions to 
school buildings. J. H. Melville Richards, Cottes- 
more, Uxbridge-rd., Stanmore, Middlesex. Dep. £2. 

*Reading C.B.—Depot, stores and workshops at 
Berkeley-ave. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 8. 


*Great Yarmouth C.B.—Erection of Peterhouse 


jun. sch., Gorleston. F. Jackson (A.), 15, Regent- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newbury B.C.—Construction of a r.c. reservoir 
of 200,000 gals. capacity. B.E., Municipal-bldgs., 
Newbury. 

MARCH 10. 

*Luton B.C.—60 houses at Ramridge housing 

estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 11. 


*Aldridge U.D.C.—44 houses and 6 bungalows at 
Sundial estate, Great Barr. Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Gosport B.C.—38 houses at Wal pole Park. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. = 
MARCH 
Ipswich T.C.—62 Comaiver “at Chantry estate. 
B.E., 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 17, 


PN eo es ig c.B. aaeny bureau. Boro’ A., 
Alexandra-st. Dep. £2 
*eWallase c.B.—Erection , ee sec. mod. sch. 
Boro’ A. ep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 29. 


*Eccles B.C.—102 houses and flats at Ellesmere 
Park estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 
Lees U.D.C.—12 houses at Sun Hill estate. C. T. 
Taylor. Roberts and Bowman, architects, 10, Clegg- 
st., Oldham. Dep. £1 ls. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 23. 

Bognor Regis U.D.C.—E. & S 

FEBRUARY 25. 

Cannock U.D.C.—Cleansing and Transport Super- 
intendent. (Materials.) 


(Materials.) 
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FEBRUARY 27. 
Droitwich B.C.—B.E. & S. (Matervials.) 

FEBRUARY 28. 
Derbyshire C.C.—C.S. (Materials.) | 
Kidsgrove U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 

MARCH 1. - 

Accrington B.C.—Deputy B.E. & 8S. (Materials.) 
Bedfordshire C.C.—County S. (Materials.) 


Ebbw Vale U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
Hertford B.C.— External painting of 87 houses 
on twe sites. Housing Manager, 57, St. Andrew-st. 


Horwich U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 3. 

Bury C.B.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 

Boe City Transport Dept.—General Manager. 

aterials.) 

*Liverpool T.C.—Painting various 
Rivington estate. Water E., 55, Dale-st. 
Lytham St. Annes B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
Tenterden B.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 


premises, 


MARCH 5. 
Gloucester T.C.—City E. & S. (Materia‘s.) 
Hebburn U.D.C.—C. (Materials.) 
Wellingborough U.D.C.—E. . Ss. 
MARCH 
Broadstairs and St. owdeed U.D.C.—E. & S. 
(Materials.) 
Dewsbury €.B.—Water Engineer. 
MARCH 7. 
Newton-le-Willows U.D.C.—E. & S. 
Walton and Weybridge U.D.C.—E. 
rials.) 


(Materials.) 


(Materials.) 
(Materials.) 
& S. (Mate- 


MARCH 8. | 
Mortey B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 10. : 
Berwick-upon-Tweed B.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 
Brighouse B.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 


*Dearne U.D.C. ee bel Ss —— ) 
“itaterials.) 


ca 
Crompton u.oc-r : S. : 
M.1.Mun.E., 


Heanor U.D.C.—R. Archer, 
Offices. (Materials.) 


Council 


MARCH 27, | 
Hampstead B.C.—T.C. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 27. 
Droitwich B.C.—Surface dressing of highways and 
footpaths. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 
FEBRUARY 28, 
Chatham B.C.—Construction of roads and sewer 
= the Weeds Wood Housing estate, aes 1. BE. 
& S., Town Hall, Chatham. Dep. £3 
FEBRUARY 29, 
Colwyn Bay B.C.—Roads and sewers at Voryn- 
ave. Town Hall. 
eciumasaanins ’G.B—Roads and sewers at various 
sites. B.E. & S., Civic Centre. Dep. £3 3s. 
Winchester T.C.—Roads and sewers al Weeke 


housing estate. City Engineer, Guildhall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

MARCH 3. ; 
Hemel Hempstead B.C.—Laying of spun-iron 


mains. nog be pete , 

Liverpool —Laying 0 pipes, 
. Water Engineer, 55, Dale-st. Dep. £5 5s. 

Orpi U. D©.— Construction of road at 
Poverest Loop. E. & S., Bark Hart, 46, Barkhart- 
rd. Dep. £2. 

*Wallingford B.C.—Footpath works, Sinodun-rd. 
estate. C. R. Lawless, B.S. Dep. £2 

Wetherby R.D.C.—Road works on various housing 
estates. W. K. Rodwell, chartered civil engineer, 
29, High-st., Wetherby. 

MARCH 5. 

Orpington U.D.C.—Construction of roads* and 
sewers at Kevington housing estate. E. & S., Bark 
Hart. Dep. £2. 


etc., at Vyrnwy 


MARCH 11. 
Roads and sewers on the Ever- 
ony extension. City E. & S.. 
Albans. Dep. £2 2s. 
prices 13. 
Boiton C.B.—Bituminous spraying of roads, 192, 
B.E. & S., Town Hall. 
Worcester T.C.—Roads 
Jreen housing estate. Citv E. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


St. Albans T.C.— 
lasting-la. as 
16, St. Peter’s-st., 


and sewers at Dine’s 
& S., 22, Bridge-st. 


MARCH 14. 

East Lothian Water Board.—Laying, etc., pipe- 
line from Thorters reservoir to Morham_Cross-rds. 
G. H. Hill & Sons (Manchester), 51, Mosley-st., 
Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

East Lothian Water Board.—Laying, etc., pipe- 
line from Whiteadder pumping station to Thorters 
Burn. G. H. Hill & Sons (Manchester), 51, Mosley 
st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 18. : 

Thurrock U.D.C.—Low-level trunk sewer, Stan- 
ford-le-Hope. E. & S., Council Offices, Palmer’s- 
ave., Grays. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 19. 

Worcester T.C.—Roads and sewers at Dines 
Green housing estate. City E. & S., 22, Bridge-st. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 24. : 

Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—Making up of 
various streets within the borough. B.E. & S&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Acton.—ReEconstruction.—Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, Ltd., 99, Leman-st., E.1, propose recon: 
struction of jam-making factory at Steyne-rd. Plans 
by W. J. Reed, F.R.1.B.A. 

Dagenham.—BuiLpiInG.—May and Baker, Ltd., 
Rainham-rd. South, to buicd service premises and 
electric substation. Plans by firm’s staff. 

Erith.— Dwevuincs.—B.C. to build 52 dwellings at 
Matfield-rd. estate. Plans by Boro’ Architect’s 
Dept. 

Friern Barnet.—Works And Orrices.—Robert 
Deards, Lid., East End-rd., N.3, to erect works and 
offices at Colney Hatch-la. 

Ham.—Hav_.—in our last issue a proposal for 
the erection of a hall to seat 270 at the Cedar 
Nurseries site, at an est. cost of £6,200, was attri- 
buted to West Ham B.C. This scheme should have 
been atiributed to R%hmond B.C. The plans are 
by Richmond Boro’ Engineer. 

Lewisham.—MAIsoNETTES AND FLats.—B.C._ to 
develop Lawn-ter. housing site by erection of 85 
flats, 48 maisonettes and 14 houses. Plans by Boro’ 
Architect’s Dept. 

Surbiton.—Factory.—Kingston Instrument Co., 
Ltd., 16, St. James’s-rd., propose to erect factory 
at Cox-la. Plans by J. E. Gregory, L.R.I.B.A., 
53, Hays-walk, Cheam, Surrey. 

Wandsworth. — Dwe.Liincs.— Donald Hamilton, 
Wakeford & Partners, architects, 7, Connaught- 
pl., W.2, have prepared plans for 48 dwellings at 
Soutfields. 

Wandsworth.—Dwe.iines.—B.C. to build 144 
dwellings at Clapham-rd. housing site to cost 
£322,516. Plans by James & Bywaters, F.R.I.B.A., 
5, Bloomsbury-st., W.C.1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


_Aldershot.—B.C. to build 36 flats at Denmark:st., 

— ho ae c 

nwick.—R.D.C. has approved plans by Reavell 
& Cahill, Lloyds Bankcobce for 100 houses at 
Farriers’ Arms site, Shilbottle. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—J. Ridyard & Sons, Ltd., 
propose erection of 20 houses at Gambrel-gr. 

Barnsley.—Hadfield, Cawkwell & Davidson, archi- 
tects, 279, Glossop-rd., Sheffield, have prepared 
plans for post-operative ward at Beckett Hospital. 

h.—T.C. Housing Com. propose 12 houses at 
Weston No. 1 estate; 10 homes at Wansdyke estate : 
and bungalows for old people and terrace houses 
at Lympsham Green. 

Bath.—J: Owens, city engineer, Guildhall, has 
prepared plans for sec. mod. sch. at Larkhall. 

Belper.—R.D.C. propose 29 houses at Quarndon 
and five at_Allestree. 

Bilston.—Boro’ A., 20, Wellington-rd., has pre- 
pared plans for 138 houses at Bradley and Bradley- 
la. North. 

Birkenhead.—Pierce, Williams & Sons. 92, Sel- 
bourne-st., Liverpool, propose erection of factory at 
Somerville-st. 

Birmingham.—T.C. to approve revised scheme for 
adaptation of Wyddrington, Church-rd., Edgbaston, 
for judges lodgings, at est. cost of £27,410. 

Birmingham.—City E., Civic Centre, has prepared 
plans for 72 dwellings at Brandwood Park-rd., 
Kings Heath. 

Blackpool.—T.C. recommended to approve two sec. 
tech. Sch.; two R.C. sch., adjoining Grange Park 
estate; new grammar sch.; and tech. or cty. college 
at Toronto-ave., Bispham. 

Bolton.—B.C. propose four shops, six maiSon- 
ettes and two flats at Johnson Fold estate. 

_Bootle.—B.C. to build assembly hall, gymnasium. 
dining-rooms, workshops, laboratories, art and 
craft rooms, etc.. at Grammar Tech. sch., New 
Park Farm site, Bridge-la., Netherton. 

Bourne.—U.D.C. Architect has prepared plans for 
block of flats at Austerby. 

Bristol.—South-Western Regional Hospital Board, 
2, Elton-rd., to build ward units and nurses’ home 
at Hortham Colony, Almondsbury. 

Bristol.—City A., Eagle-hse., Colston-ave., 1, has 
prepared plans for sch. at Southmead estate. 

Bromsgrove.—R:D.C. propose erection of 56 
houses and seven flats at Alvechurch. 

Burgess Hill—U.D.C. to build 24 dwellings at St. 
Andrew’s-rd. site. 

Burnley.—Taylor & Young, architects, 195, Oxford- 
rd., Manchester, have prepared plans for crema* 
terium. 

Burton Latimer.—U.D.C. to erect 24 houses and 
further two blecks of Gregory flats. 

Cardiff—L. C. Patterson, A., 11, Cathedral-rd., 
has prepared plans for technical college at Llandaff. 

Carlisle.—E.C. to erect jun. sch. at Harraby, at 
est. cost of £78,000. 

Castle Ward.—R.D.C. to build 200 houses at 


Dinnington Colliery. 

Cheshire —County A., The Castle, Chester, has 
prepared plans for sec. mod. sch. at Neston and 
Little Sutton; grammar sch. at Dukinfield; and 
first section of college of further education. 

Cheshire.—C.C. propose erection of new 
lance station at Bebington. 

Chester.—T.C. has authorised City S. to negotiate 
~ for the erection of a further 69 houses at Blacon. 

Chester.—R.D.C. propose erection of two houses 
at Shotwick, 11 at Dodleston, eight at Guilden 
Sutton, and four at Upton-by-Chester. 


ambu- 
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*“* THE BUILDER” PRICES 
CLINKER BLOCKS 


The Federation of Clinker Block Manufacturers 
announces that, owing to the increase in, costs of 
materials, it has been found necessary to raise the 
selling prices for solid clinker blocks, the new prices, 
per yard super, being as follows :— 

Fixing 

Bricks 
3in. 4in. per 1,000 
6. aah “ss 
4% 53 125°0 


n. 24 in. 
a. sd. 
London Area .. 3 08 37 
Surrey, Kent, 

Sussex 3239 433 54 


Delivered in full lorry loads. 


i 


135 0 











Chester-le-Street.—R.D.C. to build 61 houses at 
Birtley; 103 at Kibblesworth; eight, Burnmoor; 
three shops and three flats, amd 62 houses at Pelton 
area. 

Colwyn Bay.—B.C. to erect 105 dwellings at Glyn 
estate. 

Consett.—Westoe Breweries, Ltd., South Shields, 
to build an hotel at Moorside. Architect is John J. 
Eltringham, Derwent:st., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Coseley.—U.D.C. to erect 60 dwellings at Wood- 
cross estate. 

Coulsdon and Purley.—U.D.C. has received loan 
sanction of £47,000 for erection of 20 houses at 
Dunsfold-rise; £47,000 for 32 houses at Rickman- 
hil] and Portnalls-rise; £25,000 for 10 houses at 
Onslow-gdns., Sanderstead; and £18,000 for 12 
maisonettes at Woodlands-gr. 

Coventry.—Hellberg & Harris, architects, 15, 
Queen es have prepared plans for Howes 
inf. sch. 

Coventry.—Alfred Herbert & Son, 18, Friar-la., 
Leicester, are the architects for art gallery and 
museum at Jordan Well. 

Cowbridge.—R.D.C. to build 40 
Llantwit Major. 

Crawley—W. Edwards & Co. (London), Ltd., 
Worsley Bridge, S.E.26, propose to build works in 
new town industrial area. 

Crawley.—Lloyds Register Printing House, 64. 
Southwark-st., S.E.1, to build printing works at in- 
dustrial area of new town. 

Crewe.—T. Duffy, A., Sunlight-hse., Quay-st., 
Manchester 3, has prepared plans for operating 
theatre and extensions to kitchen at Memorial 
Hospital, at est. vost of £30,528, for Manchester 
Regional Hogpital Board. i 

Darlington.—T.C. intend building 700 houses at 
Branksome estate, Cockerton. : 

Darlington.—The Tees & Wear River Board has 
approved plans for construction of laboratory at 
Darlington, to cost £7,000. 

Darlington.—Boro’ A. has prepared plans for 96 
houses at Haughton South. 

Derbys.—C.C. propose extensions to Somercotes 
jun. sch. in 1952/3 programme. 

Dudiley.—Boro’ A. has prepared plans for 60 flats 
at Paradise-rd. and Belpev-row. ; 

Dudley.—T.C. negotiating with Eadie & Co., Ltd. 
29, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, for 48 houses at 
Old Park Farm estate. ‘ . 

Durham.—Alterations and improvements, inolud- 
ing provision of staff room, are proposed by C.C. 
at Page Bank cty. sch. Plans by Cty. A’, Court- 
la., Durham. 

Durham.—Cty. A., Court-la., has prepared plans 
for college for further education and community 
centre at Ferryhill. 


houses at 
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Easington.—R.D.C. has approved plans fo, 
alferations and additions to premises at Blackhalj 
to provide group office for N.C.B. 

Gateshead.—T.C. to erect 58 houses at Durham. 
rd., Low Fell, and 212 houses and flats at Wreken. 
ton. Plans by H. J. Cook, Chief A.. Municipa). 
bldgs., Gateshead. 

Grantham.—Ctv. A.. Council Offices, Sleaford, 
Lincs, has prepared plans for firemen’s houses at 
Harlaxton-rd. 5 

Heywood.—B.C. approved plans for new bleach. 
ing factory, offices dnd stores, at Birtle, for W. §, 
Atkins & Partners, 158, Victoria-st., Westminster. 

Hindley.—J. Plumpton, Union Bridge, Pember. 
ton, Wigan, proposes extensions and additional 
storey fo factory at Ladies’-la. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—U.D.C. seek £49,128 loan for 
36 houses at St. John’s-rd. East estate. 

Hyde.—B.C. approved plans for vicarage at- §t. 
John’s Church, Sheffield-rd., for Rev. 8. May. 

Keighley.—Stage 1 of new tech. college, at est. 
cost of £85,000. 

Keighley.—T.C. approved plans for reconstruc. 
tion of Holme Mills, for John Stell & Sons, Ltd. 

Kelloe.—J. Wilson Hays, Central-chbrs., Wingate, 
has prepared. plans for new Methodist Church. 

Kidderminster.—B.C. propose erection of 1 
houses at Cairndhu estate. ; 

Kidderminster.—_R. A. Green & Sons, 3, Lion-t, 
propose erection of office block at Peel-st. 

Littleborough.—U.D.C. approved erection of 17 
houses at Blackstone Edge-rd., for Fothergill § 
Harvey, Ltd. 
Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board have ap. 
pointed Horace W. Langdon & Every, 16, Hackins 
Hey, Liverpool, quantity surveyors for new £3, 
X-ray dept. at Sefton Hospital. 

Liverpool.—Reconstruction of office premises at 
55/59, Moorfields, for Henry Carr. Architects are 
Richard Owen & Son, 3, Crosshall-st. 

Lteyn.—K.D.C. to build 22 houses at Nevin, 

Loftus.—C. D. Taylor, 41, Baxtergate, Whitby, 
has prepared plans for two shops and houses at 
Liverton Mines. 

Macclesfield.—T.C. propose erection of 121 houses 
at Weston. 

Manchester.—Cruickshank & Seward, 16, Princess- 
st., have prepared plans for proposed buildings for 
British Recovered Rubber Co., Ltd. 

Manchester.—T.C. to acquire site at Park-1, 
Stretford, for erection of new bus garage.—T. 
approved erection of 11 shops and maisonettes, and 
11 garages at Moorcroft-rd., Northern Moor- 
Regional Hospital Board approved 
£11,150 for extensions to sanitary 
Boundary Park General Hospital. 

Manchester.—T.C. Housing Com. propose erection 
of 257 cottages, 3 flats, and 10 old people’s dwell- 
ings at Peel Hall, to cost £419,494. 

Manchester.—Corporation Housing Com. propose 
erection of 853 cottages and cottage flats, 192 three 
storey flats, and 13 homes for old people at Brook- 
lands, to cost £1,481,116. 

Manchester.—City A. has prepared plans for home 
for aged at New Moston, and permanent library on 
site of Hulme Town Hall. 

Manchester.—Cruickshank & Seward, architects, 
16, Princess-st., Manchester, have prepared plans 
for three-storey office and warehouse at Styal-rd., 
Moss Nook, Wythenshawe, for Renold & Coventry 
Chain Co., Ltd 

Mansfield.— Revised layout of 312 ‘houses at Lady- 
brook estate has been approved by T.C. 

March.—W. S. Pickett, U.D.C. A., has prepared 
plans for further houses and bungalows at Badge 
ney-Deerfield estate. : 

Matlock.—U.D.C. propose 42 houses at North 
Darley, and 42 houses at Hurst Farm estate. 

Meriden.—R.D.C. to build 52 houses at Nuneaton- 
rd., Arley. ‘ 

Mexborough.—J. Totty & Co., architects, Imperial- 
bidgs., Detherhast, have prepared plans for adap 
tations at Montagu Hospital. 

Middlesbrough.—Housing Com. propose convert 
ing property at The Avenue, “ Parkside and 
Clairville-rd. into flatlets, at est. cost of “a 

Middlesbrough.—Corporation Libraries, Com. 
propose csi a £9,000 on new library at = 
tree; plans have been prepared by Garbutt, An % 
bald & Archibald, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, for 
houses for Egerton Price; Kitching & 0. fot 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, have prepared Looe a 
proposed training quarters and parade groun Mi 
Spring-st., for Middlesbrough Sea Cadet Con 
T.C. to erect 10 police houses at Cressfell'rd., 
wick Hills, to plans by Boro’ E. ; 

Middlesbrough.—Turner & Ing, 2, Gardenst; 
Darlington, are quantity surveyors for propos 
Brambles-Thorntree R.C. sch. 

Middlesbrough.—T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough-d, 
Middlesbrough, has prepared plans for erectlot 
R.C. prim. sch. at Cargo Fleet-la. , 

Murton.—Durham Coal Board (No. 2 Area), Bier 
ton-rd., Sunderland, to build coking plant a 
ton Colliery, adjoining site of proposed 1,0)" 
shaft. : 

Nantwich.—E. Mainwaring Parkes, archi 
Shipgate-st., Chester. has prepared plans for 
block at Wrenbury Hall Colony. 


expenditure 
towers at 





Februar) 


wick into 
County Hi: 
Oldham.. 
tlon centre 
B.C. appre 
Central H 
Lid. 


for curato 
trance ga 
appointed 
quantity su 
prim. sch. 
Salish 


prepared p) 
Shipley.— 
mates for c 
Shoreham 
Hall, Chich 


prim. sch. 
Smethwict 
houses at § 
dwellings a 
pose New 
Norman-rd. 
Solihull.— 
site betwee! 
Southam: 


nouth-rd., ‘ 
Southport 


netuiting p 
roval Ol 


asked to pri 
Westoe, for 


plang for a 
125,000. 


rou; 
for loan sal 
houses at J 
Staff 


ybridg: 
&, Architec 
t., Manches 


S 1952 


ANS — for 


Blackhalj 


Durham. 
Wreken- 
l unicipal- 


Sleaford, 
houses at 


w bleach. 
for W. 8, 
minster. 
Pember. 
additional 


} loan for 


Ze at- bt. 
lay. 
e, at est. 


‘econstruc- 
is, Ltd 


- Wingate, 
urch. 
1 of 1# 


3, Lion-st., 


ion of 7 
thergill § 


have ap 
>, Hackins 
ew £36,300 


remises at 
hitects are 


evin, 
p, Whitby, 
houses at 


121 houses 


>», Princess: 
\ildings for 


| Park-rd., 
rage.—T,C. 
nettes, amd 
n Moor- 
xpenditure 
towers a 


se erection 
ple’s dwell- 


m. propose 
, 192 three- 
> at Brook- 


ns for home 
t library on 


architects, 
pared plans 
it Styal-rd., 
& Coventry 


eg at Lady: 


is prepared 
; at Badge 


: at North 
state. 
t, Nuneaton- 


ts, Imperial- 
is for adap 


ose convert: 
kside” 
f £8,700. 


, Corps; and 
fell-rd., Ber- 


Garden-st., 
‘or propos 


Borough-14.. 
- poker, 4 0 


Area), Stock 
fant at Mar 
ysed 1,500. 


3, architect, 
‘ns for hostel 


february 15 1952 


.—T.C. approved plans for children’s home 
ghpenction of Hobson-rd. and Brier-cres. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Housing Com. to erect 
1g flats at junction of Armstrong-rd. and Wood. 


“ave. : 
ae soastle-on-Tyne.—A gynecology theatre is to be 
pailt at, the Royal Infirmary. Architects are W. 
Curtis Green, he & Lloyd, 5, Pickering-pl., St. 

3’-st., S.W.1. F ; 
Jelowoastle-on-Tyne.—A garage is _to be built at 

yille-rd., by Streamline Cars, Ltd. Architects 
gre Hetherington & Wilson, County-chbrs., West- 


ler. .tle-on-Tyne.—Alterations are to be made 
to N.C.B. offices at Ellison-p]. Plans by Divisional 
4, Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, Newcastle. 
‘Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., 
are to build a public-house at Stamfordham-rd. 
Plans by P. L. Browne, Son & Harding, Pearl- 
pidgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle. 
Neweastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. to erect 29 houses 
and four maisonettes at Earls Drive estate and 10 
houses at Windermere estate. 

North Riding.—T.A. has approved scheme for a 
centre at Brambles Farm, } iddlesbrough. 5 
North Shields.—G. Gray, Camden-st., North 
Shields, has prepared plans for factory additions at 
Gloucester-rd., for Torday, Ltd. ; 
Northumberland.—C.C. to adapt premises at Ber- 
yick into community centre to plans by Cty. A., 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Oidham.—B.C. seek M.O.H. approval for occupa: 
ton centre at Cardwell-st., at est. cost of £29,105.— 
BC. appreved alterations to form welfare dept. at 
pirat Hall, Woodstock-st., for Central Mill Co., 


Lid. , 

ford.—Corporatien propose development of 
eansts Hotel _ site, Itley-rd., comprising 82 
dwellings. Plans by City A., E. G. Chandler. 
Penryn.—T.C. to erect 23 houses at Saracen 


Oe neuth.—City A. has prepared plans for 111 

, King’s-rd. A. ; 
earscod os Fordingbridge.—R.D.C. to build 20 
houses at Wessex estate, eight at Bransgore, six 
pungalows at Burley. »lans by Frank Andrews, 
LRI.B.A., 45, High-st.. Ringwood. 

Rochdale.—E.C. to include Spotland cty. sec. sch. 
in 1952/3 reserve programme.—B.C. approved | new 
canteen and surgery block at Bow-st., for Court- 

td. 2 > c 
em —BO. propose expenditure of £7,500 
for curator’s house, office, conveniences and_en- 
trance gates at Herringthorpe Cemetery.—E.C. 
wpointed Henry Vale & Sons, Wolverhampton, 
quantity surveyors for proposed Kimberworth Park 

pim. sch. Plans by Boro’ d 
Salisbury.—N.A.A.F.I. propose erection of three- 
soreyed building on corner of New-st. and St. 
John's-st., costing £165,000, in modern Georgian 
P) 
7 -Flints cty. A., Liwynegrin, Mold, has 
prepared plans for mod. sec. sch. 
Shipley.—U.D.C. approved revised 
ates for crematorium at Nab Wo Cemetery. 

eham-by-Sea.—West Sussex cty. A., County 

Hall, Chichester, has prepared plans for eight-class 


. sch. 
"ymethwick.—B.C. to prepare plans for three 
youses at Sabell-rd. and three blocks of four-storey 
dwellings at Broomfield and South-rd. site.—E.C. 
pose new sch. at West Smethwick and The Oval, 
eeo-r0 


lang and esti- 


Solihull.—U.D.C. to establish industrial centre at 
site between Solihull .and Sheldon. 
Southampton.—J. Boyes & Co., Ltd., 26, Ports- 
mouth-rd., Woolston, to build offices and_ stores. 
Southport.—Plans for alterations to War Office 
retuiting premises at 25, Hoghton-st., have received 
rovat of T.C. Town Planning and Building 
ns Com. ; 
South Shields—Boro’ E., John Reid, has been 
aked to prepare plans for aged persons’ hostel at 
Westoe. for T.C. Plans have been prepared by 
Boro’ E. for civil defence headquarters. 
South Shields.—Boro’ E., John Reid, has prepared 
plang for additions to Town Hall, -at est. cost of 
Spenborough.—U.D.C. seek.M.H. & L.G. approval 
for loan sanction of £12,165 for erection of eight 
houses at Moor-la., Gomersal. 
uni C. to build 92 houses at 
e. 
Stalybridge.—B.C. to build 16 houses at Demesne- 
#. Architects are Howard & Benson, 88, Mosley 
it., Manchester. . : 
Stockport—Reynolds & Scott, architects, 9, 
ilbert-sq., Manchester, have prepared plans for 
C. sec. mod. sch., for Nangreave-rd. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—City A. has prepared plans for 
proposed 100 houses at Chell. ’ 
Sunderiand.—Pans have been prepared by Matkin 
& Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., 
Sinderland, for new R.C. jun. and infants’ sch. at 
rindon. 
Swansea—C. G. Vaughan, A., 1, St. James’s- 
sins, has prepared plans for showrooms and offices 
it The Kingsway, for Daral Fabrics. 
Swindon.—Oxford Regional Hospital Board, 43, 
Banbory-rd., propose erection of operating theatze 
# Victoria Hospital. 
imindon.—Garrard Engineering & Manufacturing 
a Newcastle-st., to build factory at Spring- 


Manor 


qunganyika.. Hill Brown, Ltd., St. George’s 
wr fe Ponduit-st.., London, propose erection of 

a f anke : t es $ 
rte for blanket manufacture, at est. cost 
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Tarvin.—R.D.C. propose erection of eight bunga- 
lows and eight houses at Malpas and Tattenhall. 

Todmorden.—W.R.C.C. propose new sec. sch. in 
1953/4 programme.—B.C. seek approval for single 
storey extension to library. 

Tutbury.—R.D.C. approved layout for 49 houses 
at Church-la., Barton-under-Needwood. 

Tynemouth.—Corporation propose to 
the fish quay, at est. cost of £88,000. 

Wallasey.—B.C. to build 74 dwellings at Buxton 
Howse estate. 

Warrington.—The Bishop and Trustees of Diocese 
of Shrewsbury propose new sch. at Brook-ave.—B.C. 
propose new ambulance depot at Longshaw<st. 
and clinic accommodation at Garven-pl. in 1952/3 
programme. 7 

Warwick.—B.C. to build 48 houses at George-rd. 
and Stratford-rd. 

Warwickshire.—E.C. to restart work on partially 
completed sen. sch. at Kingsbury. 

Watford.—Watford Screw Works, Ltd., Woodmans 
Yard, High-st., propose partial rebuilding of 
works. 

Ltd., 


Watford. —Penfold Fencing, 
propose works extensions. 

Watford.—Montague Burton, Ltd., to build shops, 
showrooms, restaurant, etc., at High-st. and Upton- 
rd. Plans by Staff A., Hudson-rd. Mills, Leeds. 

Wem.—R.D.C. propose six houses at Windmill- 
gdns., Whixall, and four at Aston and Barkers 
Green. 

Whitehaven.—Boro’ E. has prepared plans 
shops and maisonettes at Valley housing estate. 

Whitley Bay.—C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, has prepared plans for motor 
showroom and workshop in Whitley-rd., for Auto- 
ways Sales & Services, Ltd. 

Widnes.—Additional classroom 
Plans by Boro’ A. 

Wigan.—Trustee Savings Bank propose new pre- 
mises at 99, Higher Parr-st., St. Helens.—Man- 
chester Regiona} Hospital Board approved twin 
operating theatres at Billinge Hospital, at est. cost 
of £51,144. : ‘ 

Wigan.—Divisional Education Executive propose 
extensions to Shevington cty. mixed sch. in 1952/3 
programme. 

Workington.—B.C. approved plans for chest 
clinic and pathological laboratory dept., at In- 
firmary, for Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board.—Westfield Housing Association to erect 50 
houses for key workers 

Worksop.—R.D.C. propose 16 houses at Langold 
and 18 at Harworth. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§$ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Arbroath.—Erection of 19 hauses at Clifton-rd. 
housing site. W. R. Samson and George H. Rodger, 
architects. Municipal-chbrs., Arbroath. Excava- 
tion, brick, building and allied works, *Ramsey 
and Gordon, Ltd., £9,466. Silating and roughcast- 


reconstruct 


Balmoral-rd., 


for 


at Open-air sch. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 


For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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ing and allied works, *William Brand & Sons, 
£4,645. Joinery, carpentry and allied works, *J. 
and R. W. Seivewright, Lid., Lordburn, £6,800. 
(Other contracts let.) : 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Further eight houses at 
Crawhill, for B.C.: *W. Plant & Co., Ltd. 

Ayr.—Extensions to the works of the Wallacetown 
Engineering Co., Ltd., at Viewfield-rd. Stevenson 
and Ferguson (A.), A.R.LA.S., 20, Wellington:sq., 
The Sandgate, Ayr. *Robert Hutchieson (Builders), 
Ltd., Ayr. 

_Berwick.—Six houses at Wilson’ster., for T.C.: 
*T. Gardiner & Sons, Well Close-sq., Berwick. 

Berwick.—10 houses at Spital, for T.C.: *D. 
Storar & Sons, Princess-st., Spital. 

Berwick.—12 houses at Spital, for T.C.: *T. 
Gardiner & Sons, Well Close-sq., Berwick. 

Birmingham.—Adaptations to Wychbury House, 
near Pedmore, for B.C.: *Baker Bros. (Builders). 
Ltd., Kent-st., Upper Gernal, £7,828. 

Blackpool.—Erection of R.C. prim. sch. at Stanley. 
rd.: *Wm. Eaves & Co., Ltd., South Shore. 
_Canterbury T.C.—62 houses, London-rd. housing 
site, for T.C. Architect is L. Hugh Wilson, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. *K. A. Hawkes, Ltd., St. 
Margarets, Minnis-rd., Birchington, Kent (42 
houses). *D. C. Heard & Co., Ltd., 158a, South- 
wood-rd., Ramsgate, Kent (20 houses). 

Chester.—Two houses at Shotwick, for R.D.C.: 
*R. J. Maitland, £3,113. 

Chester-le-Street.—139 houses, for R.D.C. Archi- 
tect is F. Bowman, Estate Office, Birtley: *Direct 
Labour. 

Colwyn Bay.—26 houses at Llysfaen-rd., Old 
Colwyn, for T.C.: *Gorst Bros., Fairfield, Sea-rd., 
Abergele, £35,395. 

Dartford.—Erection of Technical College (first 
stage), for Kent. Ed. Com.: *Wm. F. Blay, Ltd, 
Spitalst., £200,000. 

0 “No Fines” houses at Mackworta 
.C.: *G, Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £128,813. 
“Wates” houses at Mackworth 


estate, 
D 


: *G@. Calverley & Sons (Contrac- 
3), Ltd., £133,468. 

_ Doncaster.—Alterations and additions at Ros- 
sington Hall Special sch.: *Fred Pearson & Co., 32, 
Cemetery-rd., Doncaster, £46,341. 
_Durham.—Conversion of Elemore Hall into 
Special sch., for C.C.: *J. & C. Oliver, Wingate, 
£32,000 


Durham.—Erection of bakery at South Moor, Co. 
Durham, for Dainty Bakeries, Ltd. Architects are 
Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, Blackett- 
st., Newcastle: *Middlemiss Bros., Stepney Bank, 
Newcastle. 
Ellesmere Port.—Erection of new civic hall, for 
U.D.C.: *Wm. Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, 
£92,392. 

Fifeshire.—Erection of 170 houses bv the Glenro- 
thes Development Corporation, Ltd., at Woodside- 
Glenrothes. Peter Tinto, A., Woodside (Glenro 
thes), Markinch, Fyfe. Excavation, brick, build- 
ing and allied works, *David Nairn & Sons, Lady- 
bank. Plumber, sanitary engineering and allied 
works, *A. Dudehall & Sons, Perth. Joinery, 
carpentry and allied works, *Anderson & Pert, Ltd.. 
Dunfermline. Plaster, lathing and allied works, 
*Hewie and Rougvie, Leslie, Fyfe. Glazing and 
allied works, *George G. Kirk, Ltd., Glasgow. 
Roofwork, roughcasting and allied works, *Peter 
Kelly & Sons, Ltd., Edinburgh. Steel windows and 
casements  and_ allied works, *Williams and 
Williams, Ltd., Chester. Painting, decorating and 
— works, *Alexander Frazer & Co., Dunferm- 
ine. 

Forfarshire.—Evection of a new hospital pavilion 
for the Eastern Hospital Board at The Dundee 
Hospital. MacLaren, Souter and Salmond (FP.), 
architects, 15, South Tay-st., Dundee. Excavation 
and site preparation works, *William Briggs & 
Co., Ltd., Dundee. Mason, brick, building and 
allied works, *J. B. Stewart & Son, Ltd. (Other 
contracts let.) 

Glasgow.—Erection of new office building and 
other buildings for Wilson and MacLean, Ltd., 
Harmony-la. James Taylor Thomson and Mac 
(FF.), 212, Bathst., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Chalmers and MacGill, Ltd., Glasgow. 


_ Glasgow.—Erection of the new St. Bernard’s 
School for the corporation. John MacNab (F.), 
architect, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow,.W.C.2. *The Pent- 
jand Trading Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £18,018. 

Halesowen.—20 houses at Howley Grange estate, 
for B.C.: ‘*Samuel Parkes (Builders), Ltd., 
Birmingham. 

_Hull.—Reconstruction of prison at Hedon-rd.: 
*Stepney Construction, Ltd., Grovehill, Beverley. 

Kidderminster.—50 houses at Franche estate, for 
B.C.: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., St. Austell, 
Cornwall, £67,605. - ” 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts placed by 
Directorate of Contracts to the value of £500 or 
over for week ended February 9:— 

Buitding work: Roger Bros., Ltd., Felixstowe: 
W. B. and F. T. Archer, Birmingham. General 
maintenance work: Howe and Bishop, Ltd.. Ports- 
mouth; Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., Hayes, Middx. ; 
Haymills (Cttrs.), Ltd., London, W.5; W. E. Chivers 
& Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts; Rexford (Builders), 
Ltd... Birmingham; Arnold Ingham & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., St. Annes-en-Sea, Lancs; and R. 
Corben & Son, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended February 2:— 

London: Dudley-hse., Endell-st., W.C.1, repairs 
and decorations, ring and Borst, Ltd., Morning- 
ton Grove, E.3. erbyshire: M/Food Storage 





Deve’. 
Bempahite: 
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Hardwick Camp, Chesterfield, adaptations, 
Smith, 5, Smithfield-ave., Hasland, Chesterfield. 
M/S., Grange Hostel, Hawley-la., 





a | 














FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 





National Membership 


10,750 





We have the following Branches 
in the Eastern Counties :— 


Bedford Berkhamsted 
Cambridge Colchester & Clacton 
East Herts. Gt. Yarmouth 
Ipswich Kettering 

Lowestoft Luton 

Norwich Peterborough 
Rayleigh Rushden 

Sheringham Southend-on-Sea 
Spalding Wellingborough 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: 
£3.3.0 


Prompt and efficient assistance 

for any Member in difficulty. 

Periodic Bulletins giving vital 
information. 











Apply to:— 
G. M. WILLIS, Regional Secretary, 
53, HILLS ROAD, CAMBRIDGE. 


Telephone: Cambridge 58597 
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Farnborough, interior decorations, Arnold 
Sharrocks, Ltd., Box Farm, Church-rd., Ash, Surrey. 
GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended February 2:— 
Lincolnshire : Roadwork, The Avex Asphalters, 
Ltd., Stockport. Yorkshire : Miscellaneous, Myton, 
Ltd., Hull. Hampshire : Painting and decorating, F. 
Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. Berkshire : Painting 
and decorating, J. J. Hamilton & Sons, Cowley. 
Norfolk: Hutting, R. G. Carter, Ltd., Norwich. 
Essex : Concrete work, W. & C. French, Ltd., Buck- 


hurst Hill. 

London: Steam boiler installation, J. H. Nichol- 

son & Co., London, 8.E.1. Essex: Building work, 

E. Cross & Son, Gidea Park. Kent: Water 
borehole, Le Grand Sutcliffe & Gell, Ltd., Southall; 
Building work, G. Lewis & Son, Ltd., Dover. 
Cheshire : Concrete work, Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., Liverpool 19. Glamorgan : Concrete 
work, R. M. "Douglas (Contractors), Ltd., Birming- 
ham 23. 

Manchester.—Works for E.C.:—Constructional 
work for dining-hall and kitchen at North Man- 
chester High sch.: *F. J. Gibson (Builders), Ltd., 
Wilmslow; restoration of wLeaf-st. baths: ‘*R. 
Carlyle & Co., Ltd., Elsinore-rd., Trafford Park, 
Manchester. 

Market Bosworth.—38 
R.D.C.: *Cawrey Bowles 
Hinckley-rd., Leicester. 

Newport. —126 flats at Gaer and Malpas: 
Howells, Ltd., Bartlett-st., Caerphilly. 

Oldham.—90 houses and ‘bungalows, and six police 
houses at Fitton Hill, for B.C.: *Unit Construction 
Co., Ltd., Knutsford, £130,000 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge. —16 dwellings at St. 
Leonards for R.D.C. Plans by Frank _ Andrews, 
a ema 45, High-st, Ringwood. ‘Rawlings, 
ole. 


Thornton, for 
Ltd., 125, 


sg 


houses at 
(Leicester), 


for 
5,029. 
Lita. — 
1951, to 


Runcorn.—57 houses at Town Hall ees 
U.D.€.: *W. E. Jones (Contractors), Ltd., 
Scottish Special Housing Association, 
Contracts placed between December 25, 
January 22 :— pe 
Site Servicing : 
Plean, Stirlingshire: Geddes & Springthorpe, 41, 
Constitution-st., Leith, ngs <i Pulpit Rock, Oban: 
John MeNauzhton & Son, Ltd., Oban, wall. 
House Erection 
Carluke, Baillieston, Shotts and Blackwood, Lan- 
arkshire:’ Myton (Scotland), Ltd., Bel Ishill, all 
trades; Braehead, Linlithgow: Jas. Kilpatrick & 
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CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut easier —cut cost 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061. 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Sons, Lid., Edinburgh, electrical; an. 
Simpson, Blantyre, yume: Cairnhill, 
nock: Scottish Gas Board, New Cumnock, 
services; Paris-av., Denny: S.E. Scotland {| lectrielty 
Board, Stirling, electrical; T. B. Math son, Po- 
mont, plumber; and Boyne, Smith & Write, . 
Nelson-st., Edinburgh, electrical ; Cairr 
Cummock: S8.W. Scotland Electricity Bo: 3 tee 
marnock, electrical; Danderhall, Midloti:an- 
Miller & Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh ; Bailli 
Lanarkshire : Scottish Gas Board, Gla 
services; Hilton, Inverness: North 0! 
Hydro’ Electric Board, Edinburgh, 
Faifley, Clydebank : Scottish Gas Board, Glasgow, 
gas services, Paris-av., Denny: Scottish Gas Board 
Edinburgh, gas services Honeyfield, Jedburgh: 
S.E. Scotland Etectricity Board, Edinburg electri. 
cal; Kinlochard, Perthshire: John Lambert, 
Aberfoyle, joiner. 

Maintenance 

Wards of Pitforthie, Brechin: David Scott & Sop, 
Brechin, roof tiler. Peaseflat, Dalkeith: Joh, 
Haddon & Son, 68, Grange-rd. Edinburg), plumber 

Sedgley.—28 flats at Moden Hill, for U.D DC.: 
Wms Whittingham, Ltd., Powlett-st 
hampton. 

Shipton-on-Stour.—Four houses at Gt 
for R.D.C.: a Booth & Son, Ltd., 
Banbury, £6, 

fenetntte as 
Foundry-la. site, 
(Blackheath), ita 
£49,220. 


T. M 
New _ 


Wolver. 


Walford, 
19, North Bar 


at Wellington-st, and 
BC.: *J. Harper & Sons 
Blackheath, Birmingham, 


— oe 


Stoke-on-Trent.—Alterations and 
telephune exchange: *S. Poole, Ltd., 
rd., Newcastle. 

Sunderland.—Alterations to Tunstall 
Croft, Thornholme-rd.: *W. Cheal, 229, 
Sunderland. 


= lditions to 
Liverpool. 


sch., The 
Hylton ‘rd. 


Surbiton.—32 flats at_ Lovelace estate: *W. 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., W.1. 

Tynemouth. —Piling of foundations for ‘proposed 
fire station and ambulance depot, for TC. 
*Cementation Co., Ltd., Causey-st., Gosforth 
Newcastle. r 

Wakefield.—Two shops at Eastmoor estate, for 
T.C.: *Direct Labour. 

Warrington.—16 maisonettes at Orford estate, for 
B.C.: *A. J. Clarke, Ltd., Fearnhead, £16,435 

Bromwich.—72 houses at ‘Apoloiamaial 
Case, 6, Easy-rew, Birmingham. 

Whitley Bay.—Four blocks of flats at Bromley 
U.D.C.: *W. A. Cruickshanks, 105, Closefieldgr., 
Whitley Bay. 

Whitley ate blocks of flats at Bromley 
ave., for *H. Jewels, 55, Wembley-ave,, 
Whitley Bay. 

Workington.—72 houses at Northside, for B.C: 
tJohn Twiname, Ltd., Hillcrest, Brigham, or 
Cockermouth. 
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